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	Bike Share Workshop
This week, Director Pam O’Connor along with others attended our Bike Share Workshop sponsored by the Bicycle Program for agencies in the region. The purpose of the workshop was to initiate discussions regarding an integrated system of bike sharing in the county. Speakers from various bike share programs around the country were invited and attended, including: Seattle, Denver, San Francisco and Washington DC. Susan Shaheen, co-director of the Transportation Sustainability Research Center at UC Berkeley spoke about what makes bike sharing successful and about lessons learned. 
This project as well as others are funded by Metro's Call for Projects program and is federally sponsored by JARC (Job Access Reverse Commute) grants. 
Radio’s Mark & Brian Promote Metro Rail’s Evening Service 

Communications is working with popular radio personalities Mark & Brian on radio station KLOS to promote Metro Rail expanded evening service. Listeners are being encouraged through recorded spots, online ads and live mentions by popular DJs to “Go Metro” to the annual “Mark & Brian Christmas Show” - a live concert being held at the Nokia Theater on December 15, 2011. The station is also giving away three pairs of concert tickets and TAP cards to listeners in conjunction with the promotion of Metro Rail service to the show. 
Metro Offers Free Rides This Holiday Season

Media Relations issued a news release this afternoon noting that Metro will offer a special holiday free fare program for all Metro Bus and Metro Rail lines operating on Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve to promote a safe holiday season. The free fare program will be effective during the hours of 9:00 p.m. through 2:00 a.m. from December 24, 2011 through December 25, 2011 and from December 31, 2011 through January 1, 2012. 
The release notes that patrons boarding Metro Buses, including the Metro Orange Line, or the Metro Red, Purple, Blue, Green or Gold rail lines during the hours designated will receive a free ride to their destination. Metro also reminds the public that taking Metro is an option for those attending holiday parties so that they don't have to drive. Our fleet of more than 2,000 buses, the Orange Line, which is a dedicated bus transitway in the San Fernando Valley, and Metro Rail lines offer patrons alternatives to driving alone in their vehicles with convenient travel opportunities throughout the region. Please click here to view the complete news release. 
http://www.metro.net/news/simple_pr/new-year-Offer-Special-Holiday-Free-Fares-Christma/
ommunications Technology – Mobile Apps
Communications is putting the finishing touches on the next version of our new mobile transit application (app), Go Metro Los Angeles – Version 2. A beta version is anticipated to be released later this month for testing by Metro internal staff, with a public release sometime in January 2012. The new app will be free of charge and available for iPhones, iPads, and Android devices. Creative Services web/interactive staff used customer comments, requests, and feedback from the first mobile app to redesign /rebuild and improve upon this second application. 

Key features for the new application will be:

· Location Awareness: Get stations/stops nearest you

· Bus Arrival Information: Receive Nextrip bus arrivals

· Trip Plan: Plan a trip from your current location

· Maps: Download up to 200 maps to use offline

· Notifications: Get Bus, Rail, and road closure alerts 

· Favorites: Save a line, stop/station, map, or itinerary for fast access

Please click here to view more information on various mobile resources and tools from metro.net.

http://www.metro.net/around/mobile-resources/iphone/
http://www.metro.net/around/mobile-resources
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