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	Regional Connector “Meet and Greet”

Yesterday, approximately 450 small and disadvantaged business owners met with 23 prime contractors at the Gateway building to network and build relationships while discussing the Regional Connector Transit Corridor project. Our Diversity and Economic Opportunity Department organizes these events to provide a forum for small businesses to introduce themselves and their services to prime contractors. Metro Construction and Planning staff was also present at the event to provide project information and to promote our agency’s goals for creating business opportunities for small contractors. The event was very well received and all comments by the attendees were overwhelmingly positive. 
Urban Land Institute Advisory Services Panel

This week, our Countywide Planning department, in partnership with the Los Angeles Department of City Planning (DCP), hosted an Advisory Services Panel (ASP) from the Urban Land Institute (ULI). The ASP is a group of nine expert panelists, brought in from all over the world, to provide an outside view and consult on major planning and land use questions. Metro and DCP have asked the ULI ASP to address how the City of Los Angeles can build on the pending master plan and redevelopment of Union Station. The emphasis will be on what, if any, land use and planning policies should be adopted, and/or what infrastructure investments should the City make in the area immediately surrounding Union Station. More specific questions will consider: (1) what market opportunities will be created by the emergence of Union Station as the transit hub for Southern California, and, given these; (2) what land use changes the City should implement for the area influenced by Union Station; (3) how can the City better connect the area north of the 101 freeway to the Civic Center and Central City (and thus Union Station); (4) how can the City plan to have Union Station reinforce and complement activities in Chinatown, Olvera Street, Little Tokyo and along the LA River; and (5) how should the City prioritize area infrastructure improvements to take advantage of the redevelopment of Union Station.
The Panel arrived on Sunday and began a series of tours, interviews with over 60 stakeholders and intense study of the area. They will present their recommendations tomorrow morning Friday, December 9, 2011 at 8:00 am at the Tateuchi Democracy Forum in Little Tokyo, with a more extensive report completed in the next three months.
Metro Bus Service Adjustments 

Media Relations issued a news release this afternoon noting that effective Sunday, December 11, 2011 Metro will make various route adjustments to selected bus lines. These adjustments are scheduled in an effort to improve connections to existing bus lines and with the new Metro Expo Line, once it is open to the public. Some of the modifications scheduled for this weekend throughout Los Angeles County include route extensions, weekday trip extensions and increased service, among others. To view the complete news release which includes details regarding specific line service adjustments, please click here. 
http://www.metro.net/news/simple_pr/Metro-2-Implement-Bus-Service-Adjustments-to-Selec/
I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project

KTTV Fox 11 has inquired about a portion of Mechanically Stabilized Earth (MSE) retaining wall that suffered a localized rupture December 1, 2011 along the Southbound 
I-405 Freeway at Mountaingate as part of the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project. Metro project staff reported that the rupture was localized to a small area and occurred on Caltrans right-of-way west of the freeway. No one was injured nor was traffic disrupted. The project’s contractor was aware of the rupture and had already scheduled the wall segment’s removal when the rupture occurred. The wall has been stabilized, and there is no threat to public safety. The contractor is now performing an analysis to determine the cause of the rupture. Caltrans and Metro will approve any recommendations or remedial plans resulting from the analysis. A story may air tonight.
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