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	Ethics Re-bundles Gifts to Local Charities
Our Chief Ethics Officer, Karen Gorman, reminds any employee who receives a gift from an outside company to “re-gift” the item by turning it over to the Ethics Department for donation to local charity. According to our agency’s Codes of Conduct, a gift from a bidder, vendor, contractor or anyone doing business, or potential business, with Metro must be returned or donated to a charity. In such instances, our Ethics Department collects the gifts from employees and donates the items to charity, seamlessly providing the employees with records of the transaction. Gifts typically sent to employees or departments range from candy and cookies to tickets to sports events, expensive team jackets, and ornate holiday wreaths. And, it’s not all seasonal as employees turn in some 35 to 50 gifts throughout the year. While such gifts might be tempting to keep, it is more gratifying to relinquish them, says Gorman. Recently, a box of high-end chocolate bars arrived at the office of County-wide Planning Director, Martha Welborne, who dutifully delivered them to our Ethics Department. As a result, the anti-oxidant labeled chocolate bars are, no doubt, making their way to some health-conscious holiday celebration sponsored by a local charity. Doing the right thing helps our agency maintain the public’s trust. Please click here to read more about our Codes of Conduct. 
http://www.metro.net/about/ethics/code-conduct/
Inquiry on the Westside Subway Extension Tunnel Safety Report and the Fault Investigation Report  
Yesterday, a reporter with the Los Angeles Weekly Publication contacted Metro Media Relations about the recently released Tunnel Safety Report and the Fault Investigation Report. Questions raised were about safety issues and station sites. Our Community Relations staff stated that public safety is a paramount concern for our agency and one of the principal reasons our Board directed additional evaluation. The information obtained from the two technical studies will be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) for the project which we expect to release in early 2012. Staff also mentioned that Metro has studied alignments and station locations for the project, including the Century City area, since environmental planning began for this project in 2007. At each stage, options were refined for further review. Based on the earlier studies, the routes and stations were narrowed down to Santa Monica Boulevard and Constellation Boulevard as the two best locations to serve the Century City area. In an effort to detect a safe location along Santa Monica Boulevard, the project team investigated station sites at the intersection of Avenue of the Starts and at Century Park East. At some time in the future, the State of California may classify the areas evaluated in these reports as Alquist-Priolo zones. Staff noted that although the State of California has not yet made a final determination, it is important for our agency release this information because it is important to stakeholders and other agencies. The story is expected to run sometime next week.  
Metro Orange Line Construction Notices

Drainage Installation

The contractor continues to work on the street improvements along the easterly side of Canoga Avenue from Vanowen Street to Prairie Street. As a part of this work, the contractor will be installing the drainage system along Sherman Way which is east of Canoga Avenue. Work is scheduled to begin on Saturday, December 10, 2011 through Sunday, December 11, 2011; between 8:00 a.m. through 6:00 p.m. To view the complete construction notice, please click here.  
Traffic Signal Shutdown
The contractor continues to work on the street improvements along the easterly side of Canoga Avenue from Vanowen Street to Prairie Street. As a part of this work, the contractor will also perform traffic signal work on multiple intersections along Canoga Avenue. This work requires signal shutdown. Work is scheduled to begin on Monday, December 12, 2011 through Thursday, December 15, 2011; between 9:00 a.m. through 3:00 p.m. To view the complete construction notice, please click here. 

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/111209_Traffic_Signal_Shutdown_Canoga_Saticoy_Nordhoff.pdf
Procurement Posting for Next Week
Freeway Maintenance Services (IFB)
Procurement will release an Invitation for Bid (IFB) next week to procure Freeway Maintenance Services The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from December 14, 2012 through January 31, 2012. Freeway Maintenance Service is being procured for the purpose of initiating a pilot program with a goal to work with Caltrans and the neighboring community to improve the freeway environment. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by W. T. (Ted) Sparkuhl, at (213) 922-7399.
Upcoming CEO Meetings
Next week, I will attend the LOSSAN Board Meeting.
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