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Los Angeles City Council Action on Wilshire Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)

Today, the Los Angeles City Council considered a motion by the City’s Transportation Committee to ask us to analyze an alternative for a 5.4 mile Wilshire BRT east of Beverly Hills from San Vicente Boulevard to South Park View Street near MacArthur Park. The Council heard considerable public comment from transit advocates, environmental groups, neighborhood representatives and others. There was a lengthy discussion from Council members regarding the merits of the full project and the proposed alternative east of Beverly Hills. While not endorsing the proposed alternative as Council’s recommended project, they did pass a motion asking us to evaluate this alternative. As was discussed in the January 19, 2011 Board Box on this project, staff is proceeding to evaluate the project approved by the Board in December which removes the Selby to Comstock portion in Westwood. We will now also evaluate the City Council’s requested alternative. A revised Final Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment will be presented to the MTA Board for action in April and then go to the Los Angeles City Council for action in May. As part of its motion, the City Council also asked for study of a full, continuous BRT project including the cities of Santa Monica and Beverly Hills. Staff made clear that this would need to be considered separately from the Wilshire BRT project currently underway, in order not to jeopardize federal funding.  
The Los Angeles Times will run a follow up story tomorrow on action taken today by the LA City Council regarding the Wilshire BRT Project.
Media Inquiry Regarding the Westside Subway Extension Project

The Beverly Hills Weekly has inquired about last Monday night’s Westside Subway Extension community update meeting in Beverly Hills, where a large group of Beverly Hills stakeholders expressed opposition to the Constellation/Avenue of the Stars station alternative now being evaluated whose alignment would travel underneath Beverly Hills High School. Media Relations staff reported that the purpose of all the meetings were to keep all communities along the entire project area informed about ongoing project activities during this final phase in the environmental review and preliminary engineering process. We are now performing the necessary soil, seismic, noise and vibration tests in the area in order to further evaluate the remaining alternatives, a process that will take another four to six months to complete. Due to the importance of these alignment and station alternatives, tests in Beverly Hills, Century City and Westwood are being performed first. An update on the project team’s geotechnical investigations is planned for later community update meetings. The story is expected to run tomorrow.  

Los Angeles Times Article Pending on Proposed June Bus Service Changes

Earlier this week, I was interviewed by a Los Angeles Times reporter about proposed June bus service changes. An article could be published by the end of the week. The reporter also attended last night’s public hearing and has talked to the Bus Riders’ Union (BRU) and a USC professor and plans to ride some of the lines that could be discontinued. I explained that we are striving to boost productivity by better integrating Metro bus service with transit service provided by the municipal bus operators, Metro Rail and Metrolink. We are not returning to pre-Consent Decree conditions. The load factor would increase slightly to 1.3 which is less than other major transit carriers that operate with load factors of 1.5 to 1.7. Our buses operate today at 42 percent overall capacity, and bus ridership did not grow under the Consent Decree, but quality deteriorated. The focus now is on boosting on time performance and cleanliness. Maintenance and road supervision will not be reduced in the FY 12 budget so operations staff can tackle deferred bus maintenance and improve schedule adherence on the street. Refuting the BRU claim of transit racism that favors rail projects, staff also shared with the Times a Spring 2010 Metro on board survey of nearly 18,000 bus and rail riders that show most of the riders on both transit modes are poor and minorities. Staff also noted that two-million voters approved Measure R which calls for new rail projects as well as bus and highway improvements in Los Angeles County. 

First of Six Public Hearings Conducted Last Night
 

Last night, we conducted the first of our six scheduled public hearings to receive input on proposed service changes that, if approved, would go into effect on June 26, 2011 or later. The meeting was conducted in our Board room beginning at 5:00 p.m., and was chaired by San Gabriel Valley Service Council Chairman Alex Gonzalez. Representatives from each of our other four Service Councils also participated. Approximately 140 people attended the hearing, and we received close to 100 request-to-speak forms, with 66 people providing testimony. Among the speakers were 15 members from the BRU and nine representatives from the Eastside Review Advisory Committee. 

 

The public hearing featured presentations on all of the service changes proposed for implementation this June. In addition, changes proposed to go into effect concurrent with the opening of the Expo Line were also presented. Each of our Service Councils will hold public hearings for changes in their respective regions beginning tonight in the San Fernando Valley. A complete list of the proposed changes, and other information about the public hearings, is posted on our web page and can be viewed by clicking on www.metro.net/about/service-councils/notice-public-hearing/
 

Staff will consider the public input on the proposed changes and present their final recommendation to the Councils in March for their action. We are planning to bring the results of the Council's action to the Board during the March cycle. The proposed service modifications reflect the agency’s commitment to optimize resources to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the public transportation system. 



	

	








