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Los Angeles Times Editorial Pending on Wilshire BRT

The Los Angeles Times on Friday is expected to publish an editorial that may criticize yesterday’s decision by the Los Angeles City Council to have Metro analyze the option of taking out the Westside leg of the planned Wilshire Bus Rapid Transit (BRT). This option is being studied along with the option of just removing the one mile Condo Canyon segment. A writer talked to Metro staff about the history of the project and benefits to riders and impacts on traffic. When asked if the $23 million in federal grants could be in jeopardy if the original nine-mile project is shrunk to 5.4 miles, staff said the Federal Transit Administration is waiting for the Metro Board and the City Council this Spring to first decide on the local alternative.  

SFV Public Hearing
Last night, the Metro San Fernando Valley Service Council conducted a public hearing regarding major service changes that if approved would be implemented in June 2011 or later. The hearing began at 6:30 p.m. and was attended by nearly 50 people, of who 18 provided comments. Among those who provided testimony were Anthony Braswell, President of the Valley Village Neighborhood Council and Bart Reed of The Transit Coalition. In attendance but not speaking was Rosalba Gonzalez of State Assemblymember Bob Blumenfield’s office and Kathryn Engle, Transit Manager for the City of Glendale.  
Carol Silver, Transportation Planning Manager, made the presentation of the proposed service changes, focusing on those that would impact the San Fernando Valley region. Also in attendance at this hearing were Conan Cheung, DEO Operations and Mike Brewer, Service Development Manager.  
Each of the remaining four Service Councils will hold public hearings during the month of February. Our Service Planning staff will summarize all of the public comments they received from this series of hearings, and those they receive via e-mail, phone, fax or in person. They will use these comments and recommendations from our transit users, and others, to determine what modifications to the service plan may be warranted. This revised service plan will be presented to the Service Councils in March for their approval. Click here to view information on the remaining four regional public hearings.
Metro Library Online Photo Collection Views Reach One Million Mark
As of today, the photo collection hosted on Flickr by Metro’s Dorothy Peyton Gray Transportation Library & Archive achieved a milestone of over one-million views since its implementation. Just over two years ago, the Library began uploading 7,000 scanned images from its historic collection of over 20,000 photographs in order to more effectively share our cultural repository of transportation history online. The low cost Flickr photo collection has received enthusiastic feedback from its viewers, many of whom have used our photos in blogs, other online publications, magazines, books, television series, films, and museum exhibits across the country.  

High-profile web-hosted access tools like Flickr serve to raise awareness that special collections such as ours exist, promote their use, and allow the community to participate in identifying historical details associated with these images through comments. It is an important part of community outreach for Metro via its Library, Archive and Records functions, much like the Flickr photo collections that are hosted by the Getty, Smithsonian, Library of Congress and others. The Metro Library continues to enrich scholarship and research into transportation’s past, present and future in Los Angeles.


	

	








