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Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Daniel K. Inouye Announces 2-year Appropriations Earmark Moratorium

This week, U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Daniel K. Inouye (D-HI) announced that his committee will implement a two-year moratorium on Congressionally-directed spending that will apply to Fiscal Year 2011 and Fiscal Year 2012 appropriations bills. U.S. Senators Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) and Barbara Boxer (D-CA) have formally shared with Metro staff that they will not accept appropriations requests for Fiscal Year 2012. Chairman Inouye’s full statement can be found here. 

As noted in Chairman Inouye’s statement, the Senate Appropriations Committee will be providing further guidance on the definition of an “earmark.” Our staff will continue to be in close contact with the appropriate staffers at the offices of both Senators Feinstein and Boxer. We will keep you informed as further information regarding the Senate’s new earmark moratorium becomes available. 
“Meet the Primes” Attracts 600 Small Business Owners to Metro
Over 30 top prime contractors and an estimated 600 small business owners filled the Metro board room for the third annual “Meet the Primes” event held on January 27, 2011. Meet the Primes is a unique opportunity for small businesses and prime contractors to initiate relationships with businesses. Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas and Director Richard Katz were among those present to welcome over 600 small business owners. Our Department Chiefs and staff were also available to field questions from attendees.  

Sponsored by the Transportation Business Advisory Council (TBAC) and our Diversity & Economic Opportunity Department, the event allowed small business owners to meet with a number of top prime contractors and share their product or service, client list and current projects. This is the third year we have hosted the event; attendance this year was considerably greater than previous years.  

Expo Construction Notice

As part of the construction of the Expo Line project, work crews will temporarily detour eastbound traffic on National Boulevard for construction of the Venice/Robertson Aerial Structure. Construction will take place on Saturday, February 12, 2011 from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. To view the detailed construction notice - please click here.
Procurement Postings for Next Week

Public Liability/Property Damage Third Party Claims Administration Services

Procurement will release a Request for Proposals (RFP) next week to procure the Public Liability/Property Damage Third Party Claims Administration Services. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from February 7, 2011 through June 23, 2011.

Risk Management requires a Contractor for the investigation, evaluation and resolution of third party claims for all Metro liability/property damage (PL/PD) claims and new claims filed on or after November 1, 2011, which are valued less than $50,000. The Contractor shall also administer property damage subrogation claims. 

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Maria V. Lechuga, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7206. 

Bellow Assemblies for Articulated Bus Fleet

We will release an Invitation for Bid (IFB) next week to procure Bellow Assemblies for the articulated bus fleet. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from February 14, 2011 through May 31, 2011.

The bellow assembly for an articulated bus serves to seal the front and rear sections of the bus and provide the flexibility needed for the bus to turn as well as allow passengers to move between the two sections. Award of a contract will provide a commitment from the supplier to ensure availability at a fixed, competitive price.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by contract Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events

Next week, I will be speaking at APTA’s 2011 Transit CEO’s Seminar in San Diego and participating in the APTA Presidential Task Force Meeting in Denver, Colorado. I will also be meeting with Director Fasana and meeting with the Los Angeles Times Editorial board. Finally, I will be attending the WTS Los Angeles Event/Small Business Speaker Series.  



	

	








