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U.S. Senate Committee to Hold Transportation Hearing Tomorrow

The U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works will be holding a public hearing tomorrow entitled, “National Leaders’ Call To Action On Transportation.” The hearing, chaired by Senator Boxer (D-CA), will bring together two unlikely allies in the drive to enhance federal support for transportation programs and projects – Thomas Donohue, President and CEO of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and Richard Trumka, President of the AFL-CIO. Both Donohue and Trumka are expected to voice broad support for efforts by our agency and other transportation agencies nationwide, to accelerate the construction of well planned and engineered highway and transit projects. Further details regarding this hearing, including the testimony offered by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the AFL-CIO, will be provided to the Board tomorrow.

U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) Releases New Starts Report for Fiscal Year 2012

Earlier today, U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood announced the Obama Administration’s funding recommendations for capital transit construction projects. The $3.2 billion capital transit program includes funding for 28 transit projects across the nation, including both New and Small Starts projects. Federal Transit Administration Administrator Peter Rogoff reacted to the release of the New Starts report by commenting, “The projects we are recommending for funding this year have so far met the demanding requirements of the Federal Transit Administration’s New Starts program, which ensures that they represent a good investment of taxpayer dollars. I am confident these projects will go a long way toward making our communities stronger, offer more transportation choices and open the door to new opportunities for millions of Americans,” Administrator Rogoff added. According to a press release issued by the USDOT regarding the New Starts report, there are several additional projects that might become ready for federal funding during FY 2012 and they were mentioned as possible candidates for $400 million that is included in the President’s budget for capital transit projects. These transit projects include the Westside Subway Extension  and the Regional Connector. Both the Regional Connector and Westside Subway Extension, which are not allocated federal funds in the report, appear on Table 1 (FY2012 Funding for Capital Investment Program) of the New Starts Report - http://fta.dot.gov/documents/Annual_Report_main_text_FINAL_2_11_11.pdf.
House Considers Continuing Resolution for Fiscal Year 2011 – Includes Sharp Cuts in Transportation Funding

The U.S. House of Representatives began consideration today of legislation that would fund the federal government for the duration of Fiscal Year 2011 (FY11), which ends on September 30, 2011. The current continuing resolution adopted by the U.S. Congress last year expires on March 4, 2011. As of today, more than 400 amendments have been filed to H.R. 1, which seeks to cut over $58 billion from current spending levels. The legislation on the House floor today includes a number of cuts to federal transportation programs. For example, the bill cuts all FY11 funding for high speed rail; cuts all money allocated for the TIGER II discretionary grant program; reduces FY11 funding for the New Starts program by over $400 million; cuts Amtrak grants by $152 million; eliminates funding for mass transit energy efficiency grants; eliminates $150 million designated for the Washington, DC area metro system and also seeks to eliminate federal support for Positive Train Control grants. House consideration of H.R. 1 is expected to extend over the next couple of days and final passage is expected to be achieved along a party line vote. Our agency will continue to express our concerns to members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation about the transportation cuts embedded in H.R. 1.

LA Times Inquiry Regarding Transportation Funding Under President Obama’s Proposed Budget

The LA Times inquired today regarding President Obama’s proposed budget and in particular funding levels for transportation. Staff noted that the proposed budget includes a plan to invest $125 billion in transportation programs and projects and that the budget outlines the creation of a National Infrastructure Bank. The reporter was told that while neither the Regional Connector and Westside Subway Extension is allocated federal New Starts funds, both projects are listed prominently on the New Starts chart, showing that they are in the queue to begin receiving strong federal support in the near future. It was noted that there are several additional projects that might become ready for federal funding during FY 2012 and they could be candidates for $400 million that is included in the President’s budget for capital projects. These transit projects include the Westside Subway Extension and the Regional Connector. The story may run tomorrow.

Procurement Status Report for RFP P3010 – New Light Rail Vehicles

The Federal Transportation Administration (FTA) Area 9 has provided us with its Project Management Oversight Contractor (PMOC) comments to Request for Proposal (RFP) P3010. The PMOC comments are directed at procurement, technical and project management requirements in the RFP. They are intended to guide us during our procurement process to assure the project follows FTA rules and guidelines for successful attainment of federal funding. Our target response for PMOC comments is March 7, 2011.

The PMOC comments do not include a response from the FTA or Environmental Protection Agency concerning the four unique solicitation elements that were approved by the Board for Local Jobs and Additional U.S. Component Content programs, a Metro managed DBE program, and local environmental rules for LRV production. 

The RFP continues to maintain dual alternate proposal paths that allow Proposers to make offers that include and exclude the four unique elements. The alternate proposal paths will be in place until the FTA formally responds to Metro’s request for approval or May 31, 2011. The due date for all proposals remains April 11, 2011. 

Inquiries concerning this procurement during the blackout period must be directed to Victor Ramirez, Manager, Contract Administration, at (213) 922-1059, ramirezv@metro.net. 

San Gabriel Valley Service Council Public Hearing

The San Gabriel Valley Service Council conducted their public hearing for service changes proposed to be implemented in June 2011 or later. This hearing was held in the City of El Monte council chambers. Carl Torres, Transportation Planning Manager, provided a review of the proposed changes, that if approved would impact the San Gabriel Valley service area. Twenty members of the public attended and 15 provided testimony.  
 

The final meeting in this series of public hearing will be held this Thursday at the Carson Community Center. Our service planning staff will evaluate all of the public comments and return to the Service Councils in March with a revised service plan. The Board of Directors will receive a report in March, for their concurrence, on the Tier I line modifications that were approved by the Service Council.


	

	








