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U.S. Senate Committee Hearing Includes Broad Praise  for Metro’s Highway and Transit Acceleration Program
The U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works held a hearing this morning in Washington, DC that included broad bi-partisan praise for our Board-adopted effort to accelerate the construction of our highway and transit programs. The hearing, entitled “National Leaders’ Call To Action On Transportation,” was chaired by Senator Boxer and included the participation of Thomas Donohue, President and CEO of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and Richard Trumka, President of the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO).  In her opening remarks, Senator Boxer referenced our efforts in Los Angeles County to accelerate our transportation program by embracing innovative federal financial programs. Chamber President Thomas Donohue, who promoted the direct linkage between the performance of transportation infrastructure and economic growth, likewise spoke directly on our agency’s efforts to greatly expand the Transportation Infrastructure  Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA) program as a means of accelerating transportation projects nationwide.  AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka also promoted our TIFIA enhancement idea in the testimony he offered.  The Ranking member of the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works, James Inhofe (R-OK) commented at the hearing that “We have one of the leading voices from the business community [Donohue] sitting next to one of most high profile labor leaders [Trumka] and remarkably they are both saying the same thing: without robust and strategic investments in our roads and bridges, the US economy will not achieve the growth necessary to get us out of our current economic crisis and we will have trouble competing with other countries.” That said, Inhofe warned that Congress should not propose a large surface transportation bill with no way to pay for it.  Next week, Senator Boxer and the chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee John Mica (R-FL) will hold a hearing in Los Angeles County regarding our nation’s next surface transportation bill.  Details of that hearing will be released shortly.

House Considers Continuing Resolution for Fiscal Year 2011 – Includes Sharp Cuts in Transportation Funding
The U.S. House of Representatives continued consideration today of legislation that would fund the federal government for the duration of Fiscal Year 2011 (FY11), which ends on September 30, 2011. The current continuing resolution adopted by the U.S. Congress last year expires on March 4, 2011. As of yesterday, more than 400 amendments have been filed to H.R. 1, which seeks to cut over $58 billion from current spending levels. The legislation on the House floor today includes a number of cuts to federal transportation programs. For example, the bill cuts all FY11 funding for high speed rail; cuts all money allocated for the TIGER II discretionary grant program; reduces FY11 funding for the New Starts program by over $400 million; cuts Amtrak grants by $152 million; eliminates funding for mass transit energy efficiency grants; eliminates $150 million designated for the Washington, DC area metro system and also seeks to eliminate federal support for Positive Train Control grants. House consideration of H.R. 1 is expected to extend over the next couple of days and final passage is expected to be achieved along a party line vote. Our agency is concerned about the potential impact this legislation would have on the grant we have received for the Crenshaw/LAX project through the TIGER II program, among other projects.  We will continue to express our concerns to members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation and Congressional leaders about the transportation cuts embedded in H.R. 1.

House Transportation Committee Extends SAFETEA-LU for Seventh Time
Today, the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee voted by voice vote to adopt H.R. 662, legislation that would extend the authorization of all surface transportation programs through the end of Fiscal Year 2011, which ends on September 30, 2011. Transportation leaders in both the House and Senate have committed to making a strong effort to adopt a multi-year surface transportation bill later this year.

SR-710 Conversations Community Meetings    

Media Relations has issued a news release announcing that is utilizing a range of social media tools in concert with planned "SR-710 Conversations" local community meetings beginning this week. The "SR-710 Conversations" digital program, encompassing Metro's web site, webcasts, interactive virtual meetings, Facebook and Twitter, is designed to provide the broadest possible channels for community involvement and dialogue, ensuring the public gets the most out of the new SR-710 education and future scoping process.

Message to Our Customers & Taxpayers on June Service Changes

Today, I issued a letter in English and Spanish that gives our customers and taxpayers’ context about changes being made to our transit system. The letter has also been posted on the Source and metro.net. To view the letter in its entirety, please click here.
College Pass Program

Communications is pleased to announce that the following campuses have re-enrolled in our college pass program for the Spring semester: LACCD’s nine campuses, Pasadena City College, Rio Hondo College and UCLA.  Pasadena and Rio Hondo campuses are unique in that they partner with other service providers as well.  Pasadena’s pass is good on both Foothill and Metro; and Rio Hondo’s “Go Rio” pass is valid on Foothill, Norwalk, Montebello, Sunshine Shuttle and Metro.  The passes are available to all fulltime students at each campus and the costs range from a small fee at Rio Hondo College, to half the retail cost of the pass at UCLA.     

Metro Orange Line Extension Project

On Tuesday, February 15, 2010, the Metro Orange Line Extension Project team made a construction safety education presentation to 150 attendees at the New Academy Canoga Park Elementary School. The bilingual presentation focused on raising the public's awareness about the active construction taking place in their community. The public was provided with safety tips, project information and activity books that reinforced the safety messages. 

 



	

	








