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State Budget Update

The State Assembly Budget Committee today finalized its recommendation for a state budget. The recommendation includes reenactment of the gas tax/sales tax swap and includes protection of funding for transit operations. The budget was approved on a party line vote. The Senate Budget Committee is continuing deliberations and is expected to complete its version of the budget in the near future. 

I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project

The I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project Director presented plans for the Mulholland Bridge realignment over the I-405 freeway to the Mulholland Design Review Board last night. With over 100 people in attendance, staff presented numerous alternatives that had been reviewed and requested in order to establish a favorable recommendation that could be forwarded to the Los Angeles City Planning Commission in support of the Mulholland Bridge realignment.  

A realignment of the bridge would allow the project to build a parallel bridge while the existing bridge remains in place and fully accessible and open to traffic during construction, it would necessitate only one weekend of full freeway closures during demolition rather than two, there would be no need to relocate utilities and it would improve the intersection from a Level of Service F to a Level of Service C for current users.  

The Design Review Board passed a motion requesting the following:  

· Metro returns with an alternative that maintains the recommended alignment presented, but shows a continued flow on Mulholland Drive over the I-405, rather than a "t-intersection."
· Submit a complete application to the Design Review Board with responses to letters submitted by the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, The Brentwood Residents Coalition and the Bel Air Sky Crest Home Owner's Association that include queries about plans for wild life, landscaping, vistas and the aesthetics of the bridge.
· Engage the services of a "world class architect" to design an "extraordinary" (re)design of Mulholland Bridge that supports the Mulholland Scenic Specific Plan mission.

Metro staff is considering the impact to process of bridge type selection already vetted and completed and will make a decision on path forward in the next week. 

 

Staff from the offices of Supervisor and Metro Director Yaroslavsky, Councilmembers Koretz and Rosendahl and Assembly members Feuer and Pavley attended the hearing, as well as staff from the City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation and Planning Commission.
Gateway Cities Service Providers Meeting
This week, staff and and representatives from cities and service providers in the Gateway Cities area participated in a regional Service Providers meeting hosted by the City of Downey. These meetings are conducted quarterly with different regional groups to communicate agency plans and projects, and to ensure that Metro and our numerous transit partners are working in a coordinated manner to best serve all our customers. 
Topics included a briefing on Metro's proposed June 2011 service changes, a presentation by Access Services about their paratransit service, a discussion on municipal and local return operators working with Metro's Service Councils, and updates from all meeting participants on their agency's / city's recent and possible upcoming service changes and projects. 
Participants included representatives from the cities of Downey, Lynwood, South Gate, Santa Fe Springs and Cerritos, and agency representatives from Orange County Transportation Authority, Long Beach Transit, Norwalk Transit and Montebello Transit. Two Gateway Cities Service Council members, Wally Shidler and George Bass, also participated.
MSRC Awards Metro $450,000 for 2011 Dodger Stadium Express Bus Service
 

On Thursday, we received $450,000 in grant funding to operate the Dodger Stadium Express bus service during the 2010-2011 baseball season thanks to the Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction Review Committee (MSRC) and the tremendous support from Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich, a member of the MSRC. The bus service will connect baseball and sports fans from Downtown’s Union Station to Dodger Stadium for this season’s 84 scheduled home games. 
 

We recently submitted an application to the MSRC for funding from the Major Event Center Transportation Program to support public transportation with the goal of reducing emissions from automobile trips and overall vehicle miles traveled. New to this year's grant is additional funding for two Metrolink trips that will provide late night service between Union Station and Santa Clarita and Chatsworth for 54 games. The partnership between Metro, Metrolink and the Dodgers also will include in-kind marketing assistance to promote the service.  
 

Last year during the 2009-2010 baseball season, Metro successfully implemented the pilot Dodger Stadium Express service, carrying more than 122,000 passengers and reducing more than 77,000 vehicle trips and about 1.4 million vehicle miles traveled. Sports fans from throughout Los Angeles and other counties such as Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura used the bus service. Some fans came from as far away as Santa Barbara, San Diego and even New York City. Riders conveniently connected to other transit providers in the region through Union Station.

  

The MSRC awards funding within the South Coast Air Basin from a portion of the vehicle registration fee set aside for mobile source projects that result in emission reductions. The MSRC’s funding approval of our grant proposal will be presented March 4, 2011 for final ratification by the South Coast Air Quality Management District.

Metro Volunteers in the Community

Last weekend, Metro Volunteers set up a transportation information booth near the Metro Gold Line Chinatown Station to promote our bus and rail services during the annual Firecracker Run. Hundreds of runners and family members visited our table and picked up transit materials including schedules. Staff and volunteers are now preparing to attend the February 25, 2011 General Assembly of the South Bay Cities Council of Governments. They will pass out information on ExpressLanes, South Bay Metro Green Line Extension and the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor.

Expo Construction Notice

As part of construction of the Expo Line project, temporary lane closures will be implemented along Exposition Boulevard from Vermont Avenue to Gramercy Place to complete permanent paving and striping. Construction will take place on Monday, February 21, 2011 through Friday, March 11, 2011 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday and Saturday, 8:00 a.m.to 4:00 p.m. To view the construction notice – please click here.
http://www.buildexpo.org/pdf_uploads/cons_3hjf4q8ffd.pdf
Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, I will be meeting with Chair Knabe and Directors Antonovich, Villaraigosa and Ridley-Thomas. I will also be attending a Black History Month Celebration Event here at the Gateway Building featuring guest speaker and former RTD Director of Transportation, Leila M. Bailey.  


	

	








