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State Legislative Introduction Deadline Passes

This past Friday marked the deadline for introduction of new legislation in the State Capitol.  As usual the last few days have seen a flurry of introductions. Government Relations staff have reviewed all bills that have been introduced and are currently conducting more extensive reviews of the bills relative to transportation. We would like to point out a few key measures.  Assemblymember Mike Feuer and Senator Padilla have introduced AB1229 and SB867,  Metro-sponsored legislation which would create a form of subsidized borrowing to advance transit projects.   In addition, Sen. Alan Lowenthal has introduced SB 872, a bill which would create the Southern California Goods Movement Authority.    The purpose of the authority is to establish a list of priority goods movement projects. The authority is then authorized to enter into an MOU with Pier-Pass for funding the projects.  The authority would be governed by a12 member board composed of the following entities:  Port of Los Angeles, Port of Long Beach, City of Los Angeles, City of Long Beach, City of Anaheim, City of Riverside, City of San Bernardino, Metro, Orange County Transportation Authority, Riverside County Transportation Authority, San Bernardino Association of Governments and the Alameda Corridor East Construction Authority.

State Budget Conference Committee Announced

Leadership in State Senate and Assembly have announced the following members to serve on the Budget Conference Committee. The Senate conferees will be Senators Leno (Senate's lead), Emmerson, Huff, Lowenthal, and Negrete-McLeod. The Assembly conferees will be Assembly Member Blumenfield (chairing conference committee this year), Fuentes, Harkey, Nielsen, and Skinner. It is anticipated that the Conference committee will begin meeting tomorrow.  Since both the Senate and the Assembly Budget Committee adopted reenactment the sales tax/gas tax swap, this matter is not subject to conference consideration and should be included in the Legislature's final budget. 

Subway Geotechnical Testing Begins at Beverly Hills High School
 

This past weekend, we were able to begin preparatory work for field tests on the Beverly Hills High School property as a part of the ongoing Final EIS/EIR/PE for the Westside Subway Extension.  Work originally planned for Saturday, but it was deferred because of weather but our consultants were able to proceed on Sunday.  Utility scanning was completed and cleared for all but four of the exploration locations.  The noise and vibration team also completed a site walk inside the building to identify locations to place vibration monitors and how to route wires out windows to monitoring equipment.  In addition to this past weekend, the Beverly Hills Unified School District has agreed to provide access to the school at specified hours for the next two weekends.  Weather projections indicate that rain may impact our ability to complete the work within this window and we have asked the School District to identify additional times when we could access their property.
 

Media Alert

This morning at approximately 6:03 a.m. a southbound Blue Line train made contact with a female Hispanic woman as the train entered the 103rd street grade crossing. The female pedestrian was transported from the scene with critical injuries. It was later reported she died in route to the hospital. Single tracking was implemented between Florence and Imperial stations with a 20 minute headway established from Metro Center to Imperial. Rail service resumed to full operation at 6:55 a.m. Media inquiries regarding this morning’s train incident were made by the LA Times and KPCC.
South Bay Cities Public Hearing
Last Thursday, February 17, 2011 the final of a series of six public hearings was held.  The Metro South Bay Cities (SBC) Service Council conducted this hearing at the Juanita Millender-McDonald Community Center in Carson.  The spirited meeting was attended by over 50 people with 32 providing testimony.  All nine SBC Service Council Representatives attended the entire meeting which began at 6pm and ended at 8pm.  
 

Scott Greene, Transportation Planning Manager, provided a review of the proposed service changes that would impact South Bay Cities transit lines.  In addition, Scott outlined the proposed bus service changes that are a part of the Bus/Rail Interface Plan for the Exposition Light Rail line.
 

Service Planning staff will evaluate all public comments, including those received via e-mail, phone, and letter.  They will develop a Revised Service Plan which will be presented to each of the five Service Councils at the March monthly meeting.   The Service Councils will vote at that meeting to determine which service adjustments will be approve.  The approved modifications to the Tier I bus lines will then be presented to the Metro Board of Directors for thier concurrence at their March meeting.
Expo Construction Notice
Metro Blue Line Tie-In - Downtown Corridor

The continuing work to connect the new Exposition Line with the existing Metro Blue Line along Washington Boulevard and Flower Street, has been CANCELED. We apologize for any inconvenience. An updated notice will be issued once new dates have been confirmed. Construction was scheduled for 9:00 p.m. Friday, February 25, 2011 through 5:00 a.m. Monday, February 28, 2011


	

	








