	PDA/HANDHELD DEVICES - TO VIEW WITH GRAPHICS CLICK HERE
[image: image1]

	Wednesday, February 23, 2011
20110223-1
In this Issue:
· Historic Joint Transportation Hearing Is Held in Los Angeles County

· America Fast Forward Initiative
· MTA Files Comment Letter with SEC

· Media Covers Shooting on Bus in Glassell Park
· Metro Responds to Opposition from City of Hawthorne on Future Maintenance Facility in Hawthorne

· KPCC’s Off Ramp will Broadcast Pedestrian Perspective on Metro Blue Line Safety
Historic Joint Transportation Hearing Is Held in Los Angeles County

This morning, a joint hearing by the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works and the U.S. House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee was held at the West Los Angeles Veterans Administration Campus. Among those testifying at the hearing, which was chaired by Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and Congressman John Mica (R-FL), were our Chairman Don Knabe and Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa.  The hearing covered many topics related to the surface transportation bill that the 112th Congress is charged with crafting and adopting later this year, including a robust discussion regarding the innovative financing provisions that our agency has been advancing in Washington, DC and around the country. Specifically, members of both panels focused on our efforts to enhance the existing Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act program and to support the creation of a new class of Qualified Transportation Improvement Bonds.  In his prepared remarks and at the hearing, Chairman Knabe encouraged the committee members to support the concept of deploying “smart federal dollars” for transportation projects; “Metro has been advancing two innovative financial concepts to effectively leverage local transportation dollars with what I would like to refer as “smart federal dollars.” I say “smart federal dollars” because these funds – coming in an era of a financially stressed Highway Trust Fund – make the most of existing dollars.”  Also testifying at the hearing were Joseph Czyzyk, Chair of the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce; Robbie Hunter, Council Representative of the Los Angeles/Orange Counties Building and Construction Trades Council; Cindy McKim, Director of CALTRANS; Kathryn Phillips, Director of the California Transportation and Air Initiative for the Environmental Defense Fund; Will Kempton, CEO of the Orange County Transportation Authority; Steve Heminger, Executive Director of the Metropolitan Transportation Commission and Anne Mayer, Executive Director of the Riverside County Transportation Commission. Please find here a link where the testimony from the hearing today may be accessed.

America Fast Forward Initiative

Our agency staff have been working on nationalizing the legislative aims that will permit us to, consistent with our Board-approved policy, accelerate the construction of our highway and transit projects. Specifically, our legislative goals are to enhance the existing Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act program and to support the creation of a new class of Qualified Transportation Improvement Bonds.  Please find attached our fact sheet on America Fast Forward. 

MTA Files Comment Letter with SEC

We filed a letter in opposition to part of the Securities and Exchange Commission’s (“SEC”) proposed rules resulting from the Dodd‑Frank financial reform legislation.  The rules would treat MTA’s seven appointed board members as “Municipal Financial Advisors”.  They would have to register and be subject to oversight by the SEC and the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board, and be held to the higher fiduciary standard of care in dealing with the MTA’s finances.  According to our bond attorneys, we are joining a myriad of state and municipal entities across the country with appointed board members in opposition to these provisions.

Media Covers Shooting on Bus in Glassell Park

Numerous television news stations this afternoon are reporting from the scene of a shooting that took place today aboard a Metro bus in Glassell Park. A man riding on Line 84 about 10:28 a.m. was shot three times by an alleged gang member who has been taken into custody. Witnesses say the injured man was riding with his 19-year-old son and may have been arguing with the suspect, who fled the scene but was quickly apprehended. The bus operator said there were six passengers on board the bus at the time of the shooting but no other passengers nor the operator were hurt. The victim is reported in stable condition at Huntington Memorial Hospital. Sheriff’s personnel are investigating and are reviewing on board bus surveillance tapes. Channels 2,4,5,7, 9 and 34 are covering the story. City News Service and other media also have issued reports.  

Metro Responds to Opposition from City of Hawthorne on Future Maintenance Facility in Hawthorne

Students from the USC Annenberg School for Communication & Journalism today requested a statement from us regarding the decision by the Hawthorne City Council to oppose the selection of a maintenance facility in the city of Hawthorne because they claim it may displace residents, cause traffic problems and potential contamination that could be harmful for residents. Our staff responded saying that none of the proposed maintenance facility sites considered involve the displacement of residences, only industrial land. We also clarified that functions at the planned sites would not be significantly different than the uses at the existing Division 22 in Hawthorne, which has been in operation since 1995. Stories may run at a later date.

KPCC’s Off Ramp will Broadcast Pedestrian Perspective on Metro Blue Line Safety
A reporter from radio station KPCC’s show Off-Ramp, working on a rail safety story on the Blue Line, today rode the light rail line from 7th Street/Metro Center in downtown Los Angeles to Rosa Parks Station in Willowbrook. On the ride-along Metro’s blogger Fred Camino discussed with KPCC his pedestrian perspective on the alignment’s safety. It is worth mention that during a stop on 103rd Street Station, reporter observed first-hand how the public doesn’t obey the warning signal when the train approached the station. Corporate Safety Director Vijay Khawani also explained all our efforts to reduce accidents on the light rail line. A story will run this weekend.


	

	








