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SR 710 Conversations Completes First Round of Meetings

Saturday afternoon’s meeting at Glendale Community College completed the first round of 18 community meetings. This series of three meetings at six different locations is part of the outreach effort to broadly engage public participation in the scoping process for a new environmental study.

The first 12 meetings are intended to prepare the public for scoping by examining major transportation milestones in the surrounding region over the past 100 years and to provide a tutorial on the CEQA/NEPA aspects that guide and legally define an environmental study. Metro Director, Ara Najarian, participated in the meeting Saturday in Glendale.   

Series 2 is entitled Protecting Communities through an Environmental Process – CEQA/NEPA, and can be linked via: SAVE THE DATE. Series 3:  Scoping – Going on the Record will take place between March 15th and March 30th. 
In addition, Metro and Caltrans are hosting an Online Virtual Open House for those who cannot attend our scoping meetings in person. This virtual meeting offers a convenient opportunity to participate in SR-710 Conversations. The virtual meeting begins live on March 21, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. and continues on demand through April 14, 2011. Through this platform, community members can interact with Metro and Caltrans staff, view and download meeting materials as well as submit official comments on the scope of the Draft Environmental Impact Report/Statement.

Register for the virtual meeting today at http://events.unisfair.com/rt/SR710~Conversations. More information is available at http://metro.net/sr710conversations.

http://us1.forward-to-friend.com/forward/show?u=cd88fb2d022e564d5e9a206e0&id=e4608d5a16
Metro Launches Free School Field Trip Pilot Program

Metro’s Student Field Trip Pilot Program for grades one through five lauched today. The test will allow Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) school field trips -- students, teachers and chaperones -- to travel for free on established Metro trains and bus routes during non-peak hours following authorization by both the school district and Metro. The goal is to help teachers continue to offer enriching educational and cultural experiences, even during these tough economic times for education.
Schools will select from one of 10 LAUSD sanctioned field trip destinations in or near downtown Los Angeles. Destinations include the California Science Center, Chinatown, City Hall, Civic Center, Central Library, the Performing Arts Center, Olvera Street, the Los Angeles Times, the Wells Fargo History Museum and the Museum of Natural History. No custom trips will be offered, nor will trips to sporting or special events.

Field trips will be on a first come, first service basis. Only five trips per day will be approved. Trips will be scheduled Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Trips will be limited to groups of 25 when utilizing bus service or 50 (25 passengers per car), when utilizing train service with a student-to-adult ratio of one adult per 10 students. No children under five years of age will be permitted, and teachers will be required to complete online safety and ridership training prior to field trips. 

Teachers can go to Metro.net and type field trip in the search engine for more details. 

Felony Case Filing

On February 23, 2011, there was a shooting on-board an MTA bus in the Eagle Rock area where the victim was shot three times in chest and survived his injuries. The suspect is a known Avenues Gang Member from the Eagle Rock Area and was arrested a short time after the shooting. Detectives were assigned to investigative this case and subsequently submitted it to the District Attorney’s Office for filing consideration on February 25, 2011.

The DA’s Office filed the following: one felony count of attempt murder; a felony gang enhancement allegation; another sentencing enhancement for being armed in the commission of a violent felony; and, another sentencing enhancement for discharging a firearm during the commission of a violent crime. This suspect is facing life without the possibility of parole if he is convicted on the primary charge and only one of the sentencing enhancements. Several more “assault with a deadly weapon charges” will also be filed against the suspect as he discharged a four-round at three passengers near the rear of the bus prior to his flight. 

Sheriff’s detectives are continuing the investigation into this crime as the firearm used in connection with this shooting is still outstanding.

Media Inquiry Regarding Metro Bus vs. Two Passenger Vehicles

This morning at approximately 11:18 a.m., a Metro Bus, line 26, was traveling northbound on Avalon Boulevard with 45 passengers aboard when it was involved in an accident with two other vehicles. A total of four passengers were transported to Harbor-UCLA Hospital for treatment. Remaining passengers were off-loaded onto a replacement bus. Media inquiries were received from KNX Radio, City News Service and Associated press. Stories are expected to run throughout the day.    

Metro Orange Line Briefing to the LA County Bicycle Coalition
Today, the Metro Orange Line Extension Project team provided a briefing to the Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition. Representatives from the City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation and Metro’s Bike Program were also in attendance. The briefing included a presentation which highlighted recent construction milestones and a preview of station designs, landscaping, bikeway, busway and artwork on the station platforms.  



	

	








