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Downtown News Inquiry Regarding Metro Negotiations to Purchase Union Station

The Downtown News inquired today regarding plans by us to purchase Union Station. Staff told the reporter that negotiations are continuing to purchase the property in possible conjunction with the California High Speed Rail Authority for transit purposes. The reporter was told that Union Station is a multi-modal transportation hub and a natural fit for Metro. For more than 70 years the historic structure has been a focal point for transportation in Los Angeles and will expand that role thanks to Measure R and the dozen new transit projects, including the subway extension and Regional Connector, the Foothill Extension of the Gold Line and the Expo Line as well as other projects that will boost ridership in the near future. Because of ongoing negotiations, details in terms of the purchase price were not divulged. The reporter was told that if all goes well, the deal possibly could be completed by February. The Downtown News plans to post a short story on their website.

APTA Presidential Search Committee
I have been asked to serve on the committee to oversee a national search to find a new President for the American Public Transportation Association. The goal of APTA is to strengthen and improve public transportation. APTA serves and leads its diverse membership through advocacy, innovation and information sharing. Its members and staff work to ensure that public transportation is available and accessible for all Americans in communities across the country.
Status Report For RFP P3010 – New Light Rail Vehicles

We released our fifth Request for Proposal (RFP) amendment on January 7, 2010, providing responses to 44 written questions recently submitted by interested parties seeking changes or clarification of RFP requirements. We have now responded to 161 written questions from interested parties in the last three RFP amendments. 

We are still awaiting a response from the Federal Transit Administration and Environmental Protection Agency concerning the four unique solicitation elements that were approved by the Board for Local Jobs and Additional U.S. Component Content programs, a Metro managed DBE program, and local environmental rules for Light Rail Vehicle (LRV) production. Staff is preparing a Board Report for the January 2011 Board meeting that will offer recommendations on alternative procurement measures that will provide added flexibility to the solicitation; while still pursuing the Board’s objectives that are inherent to the four unique solicitation elements.

Inquiries concerning this procurement during the blackout period must be directed to Victor Ramirez, Manager, Contract Administration, at (213) 922-1059, ramirezv@metro.net. 

Procurement Postings for Next Week

Hi Rail Crew Cab Utility Vehicles (IFB)  

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure three Hi-Rail Crew Cab Utility Trucks. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from January 13, 2011 through March 4, 2011.

This procurement will provide Hi-Rail Crew Cab Utility Trucks for use on Metro’s Gold Line and Expo Line. The contractor will be expected to deliver and warrant as outlined in the technical specifications.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Lily Lopez, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-4639.

Heavy Duty Utility Trucks IFB
Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure six heavy duty utility trucks.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from January 13, 2011 through March 4, 2011.

This procurement will add trucks to be used by rail traction power as expansion vehicles to support the East Side Extension and pending Expo line. The vehicles will be purchased from the manufacturer as outlined in the specifications.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Deneise Glover, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7302.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, I will be attending the “State of Transportation in Los Angeles County” event featuring Chair Don Knabe. I will also be attending the Public Information Meeting/Open House for LOSSAN North Rail Improvements event and also going to a memorial celebration for Jack Kyser. In addition, I will be attending the “Retiring of Diesel Buses” press event to commemorate the fact that we will become the first major transit agency in North America to operate our entire bus fleet on clean alternative fuels. I will also be participating in a meet and greet event with the Japanese Consulate who will be in Los Angeles visiting Union Station.


	

	








