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Transit Services Bureau Update

In response to the recent explosions in Mumbai, India, Transit Services Bureau of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department has conferred with the Los Angeles Joint Regional Intelligence Center and confirmed there are no specific threats to the transit system in the Los Angeles region. The Sheriff's Department and the Los Angeles Metro Security Department will continue highly visible patrols of the region’s transit system. The Sheriff's Department would like to encourage all transit employees and patrons if they "See Something, Say Something."  

MTA Bonds Downgraded by Moody’s

On July 8, 2011, Moody’s Investors Service downgraded both our Prop C Senior Lien Bonds and General Revenue Bonds by one notch each to Aa3 and A1, respectively. We were disappointed with the downgrades as Moody’s cited the 18% decline in sales tax collections and the 1.3x, low coverage legal requirement, for issuance of additional bonds as weakened credit considerations. Sales tax revenue has rebounded and the actual coverage ratios have only gotten better since January 2010 when Moody’s upgraded the Prop C Senior Lien and General Revenue Bonds. Lower ratings will result in marginally higher costs for future borrowing. 

Meet the Buyers

On Thursday, June 30, 2011, Metro’s Department Executive Directors and Chiefs, project managers, contract administrators, and staff from various departments welcomed over 400 participants to the Transportation Business Advisory Council’s (TBAC) “Meet the Buyers” event sponsored by the Diversity and Economic Opportunity Department. We were also pleased to welcome the Metropolitan Water District’s buyers and staff to share with us in this event. Mr. Marty Keller, Deputy Director/Small Business Advocate from the governor’s office was also present at the event.

Staff made themselves available to meet with owners and employees of a wide variety of businesses to help them gain a better understanding of the contracting opportunities we have available. The goal of this event is to provide opportunities for businesses to build relationships with key personnel, get questions answered concerning the requirements to do business with Metro and to boost participation from businesses both small and large who can provide a service to Metro. Staff hosted tables to register business as vendors, provide small business certification applications and general Metro information. The response and feedback from the attendees was overwhelmingly positive.

Los Angeles Union Station Master Plan
The 42 acre Union Station property was acquired by Metro in April 2011. As directed by the Board, Countywide Planning has initiated a Union Station master planning process. Today, Countywide Planning conducted an Industry Review meeting for the upcoming Union Station Master Plan Request for Interest & Qualifications (RFIQ) and Request for Proposals (RFP). Over 130 industry representatives attended, including urban planners, architects, engineers, historic preservation planners and others. Presentations on the goals for Union Station, current and future transit operations and the RFIQ/RFP process were made by Martha Welborne, Cal Hollis, Greg Angelo, Diego Cardoso, Bruce Shelburne and Don Sepulveda. Mark Penn helped answer questions concerning procurement. The RFIQ is scheduled to be issued in late July and an RFP will be issued to the board-approved short list of respondents in late fall.
I-405 Countdown Clocks Popular on Internet
Communications has created a series of innovative "countdown clock" web widgets featuring for the I-405 Closure, set for July 16 12:01 AM. Counters and media assets were made available to media sources, Metro partners, or anyone; enabling website owners to add the counter to their own websites. 
In a little over three weeks, the counters have been viewed by online users more than 1.1 Million times and utilized on over one hundred websites. The counter can be seen on local sites as myfoxla, laobserved, citywatchla, KTLA, dot.ca.gov, Mobility21, emergency.lacity.com, and more. The counters are now prominently placed on AOL/Huffington Post's hyperlocal news sites, PATCH (example here). 


	

	








