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Hahn Slated to Join Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation Tomorrow
Janice Hahn, who is slated to be sworn in as a member of the U.S. House of Representatives tomorrow, has expressed an interest in joining the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. In an article published today by Congressional Quarterly, Congresswoman-elect Hahn expressed support for our agency’s America Fast Forward plan. Currently, there are three Members of Congress from Los Angeles County who serve on the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure [Representatives Gary Miller (R-42), Grace Napolitano (D-38) and Laura Richardson (D-37)]. Our agency has and will continue to reach out to Janice Hahn and her aides to offer our assistance on federal transportation issues pending before the 112th Congress.

Metro Sets August Public Hearings On Bus Service Changes

Media Relations issued a news release today noting that we will hold four public hearings in August to receive public comments on proposed service changes to Metro bus service to take effect on December 11, 2011 or later. The release notes that the proposed service changes for Lines 102, 105, 254, 611 and 612 emerged from public comments received during the February 2011 public hearings. Staff reviewed the comments and developed proposals in an effort to improve efficiency and effectiveness of Metro bus services in the Huntington Park and South Gate areas. Because Line 102 is affected by the opening of the Metro Expo Line, the above line changes being proposed will not take place until the Expo Line opens for service. No date has been announced for the Expo Line opening. Regarding Line 246 proposed changes, the release notes that we were approached by the coastal community area of San Pedro proposing that the service be discontinued on Paseo Del Mar Street west of Gaffey Street due to low ridership and noise issues. Due to street configuration issues south of Pacific Avenue and 21st Street, the line is being proposed to end at this location.

Metro Blue Line Service Notice/City of Long Beach Tree Trimming

Media Relations distributed a news release this afternoon noting that Metro Blue Line service in the Long Beach area along Long Beach Boulevard between 1st Street and Willow Street will not operate between 9:00 p.m. Friday, July 22 and 4:00 a.m. Monday July 25 due to City of Long Beach tree trimming maintenance work. We will run bus shuttle service between the Willow Street, Pacific Coast Highway (PCH), Anaheim Street, 5th Street, 1st Street, Transit Mall and Pacific Avenue stations to provide Metro Blue Line patrons with access to those stations/locations. Metro Blue Line service not operating along the Long Beach loop of the line will cause some service delays for patrons. Metro Blue Line service between Willow Street and downtown Los Angeles will run on regular schedule.

Media Asks How Much Did I-405 Closure Cost?

This afternoon, KNX radio asked Media Relations how much did all the emergency personnel and traffic management cost? Staff said an accounting would be made to the Metro Board but at this point invoices were still coming in so staff would not speculate what the bottom line will be. Hundreds of law enforcement, firefighters and traffic management officers were deployed but the work was necessary to ensure public safety and manage traffic that would have occurred if the public had not cooperated to the extent it did. Staff noted that finishing the work 17 hours early helped limit costs.   

Media Today Recaps I-405 Freeway Closure Weekend, Lessons Learned

Channels 2/9, 7, Los Angeles Times, KFI and Univision and KCRW’s  “Which Way LA” radio show and other media today are interviewing Metro staff about lessons learned from the Mulholland Bridge and I-405 freeway closure. The key message staff is underscoring is that the public can’t be complacent about a year from now when the process is repeated as the northern half of the bridge is taken down.  Kudos for Los Angeles County residents and visitors for heeding the message that they should plan ahead, stay away from the closure area or stay off the road. We hope they cooperate again next year but also don’t wait for that opportunity to discover public transit, bicycling, carpooling and walking and their neighborhood businesses. They proved they can live without their beloved cars and the I-405 for at least a couple days. Media also asked about ridership last weekend. Ridership on the subway, Metro Orange Line and Metro Green Line was up about 15 percent to 20 percent. Regular bus lines had normal to lighter ridership as people stayed home though service was beefed up on bus lines serving the Coliseum for the big soccer game Saturday.

Expo Construction Notice

As part of construction of the Expo Line project, work crews will temporarily close Jefferson Boulevard and National

Boulevard for street and intersection reconstruction and paving. Construction will take place on Friday, July 22, 2011 through Monday, July 25, 2011. To view the complete notice, please click here.


	

	








