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Federal Transit Administration Outlines Path Forward on New Starts Projects

As part of our ongoing and productive partnership with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), a letter was sent to our agency yesterday outlining our path forward with respect to our future participation in the federal New Starts program. The correspondence, sent by FTA Regional Administrator Leslie Rogers, details a number of financial and procedural matters related to the future inclusion of the Westside Subway Extension and Regional Connector transit projects in the FTA’s upcoming Fiscal Year 2013 Annual Report on Funding Recommendations. The letter outlines the funding plan the FTA would like to advance with our projects, with an understanding that future funding level increases to the New Starts program might permit the FTA, in cooperation with our agency, to adjust these financial assumptions. In addition, the letter suggests that our agency work to slightly reduce the New Starts share for the Regional Connector [currently at approximately 60%] and also offers the idea of offsetting this funding adjustment by raising the New Starts share anticipated for the Westside Subway Extension [currently at approximately 40%]. We appreciate the FTA’s continued support for our New Starts projects and our entire transit program. We look forward to working with FTA Regional Administrator Leslie Rogers, his regional and local staff and FTA officials in Washington, DC to thoughtfully address every issue outlined in the FTA’s correspondence. For your review, please find attached the FTA’s letter to our agency.

America Fast Forward Element Included in Senate Transportation Bill
The U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works (EPW), under the leadership of Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA), has released an outline of a two year surface transportation bill that includes elements of our agency’s America Fast Forward initiative. Formally known as “Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century" (MAP-21), the outline includes a section entitled America Fast Forward that reflects a dramatic increase in the Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation (TIFIA) program. MAP-21 would maintain current levels of highway and transit spending, which is in contrast to a draft six-year House bill, which would cut federal transportation funding by approximately 30%. MAP-21 would also seek to consolidate nearly 90 existing federal transportation programs to less than three dozen programs. A copy of the MAP-21 outline released by the Senate EPW Committee may be accessed at the following link.
Senate Transportation Hearing Will Feature Testimony by Los Angeles Mayor and Metro Chairman Antonio Villaraigosa
U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA), Chairman of the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works has called a hearing of her committee this Thursday to discuss her plans with respect to the nation’s next surface transportation bill. The hearing, entitled “Legislative Issues For Transportation Reauthorization,” will feature testimony by seven witnesses, including Los Angeles Mayor and Metro Chairman Antonio Villaraigosa. Among others testifying are Gary Ridley, Secretary of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation and Deron Lovaas, Transportation Policy Director of the Natural Resources Defense Council. The current extension of our nation’s last surface transportation bill [SAFETEA-LU] expires on September 30, 2011.

Crenshaw/LAX Final Environmental Document

The Crenshaw/LAX Final Environmental Impact Statement/Report (FEIS/FEIR) was scheduled to be considered at the July 20, 2011 Planning and Programming Committee meeting and the August 4, 2011 Board meeting. However, yesterday, we concluded that we would not receive approval to release the Final EIS/EIR including the Response to Comments in sufficient time for the Board to take action. We now anticipate releasing the document sometime in August. This will allow the Board to take action during the September Board cycle. 

Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Project team members are hosting an Open House on the Project tonight (July 19, 2011) between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. at the Living Room at the Faithful Central Bible Church in Inglewood. This Open House is structured to describe the last milestones for the environmental process and to provide a summary of the project and environmental impacts and mitigations. 



	

	








