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Newest Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation Member Supports America Fast Forward

Shortly after being sworn in to office yesterday, Congresswoman Janice Hahn (D-36) expressed her strong support for our agency’s America Fast Forward initiative. Her support for America Fast Forward was highlighted in an article that appeared in Roll Call, a Capitol Hill publication, that quoted her as remarking, “I am really looking to push anything I can to improve the infrastructure in this country. It can revive the economy. It can put people back to work. ”The article went on to share that “She [Congresswoman Hahn] said she intends to support the America Fast Forward initiative, which seeks to create jobs without affecting the federal deficit through loans and bonds for transportation and infrastructure investments.” The Congresswoman is working to secure a position on the influential House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. Our agency’s staff and advocates personally congratulated Congresswoman Hahn yesterday at an event held at the U.S. Capitol.

Plan to Ensure Solvency of Federal Highway Trust Fund Emerges From U.S. Senate’s “Gang Of Six” 

As the House, Senate and White House continue to struggle to deal with the federal debt ceiling, a group of U.S. Senators has embraced a deficit plan that includes, among others elements, the goal of ensuring the future solvency of our nation’s federal transportation program. The plan, by six U.S. Senators known as the “Gang of Six” would seek to direct $133 billion in federal funds secured from tax reforms and direct that money into the federal Highway Trust Fund through the year 2021. The broad outlines of the plan [see page 4] do not envision raising the federal gas tax, which currently stands at 18.4 cents per gallon [24.4 cents for diesel fuel]. The “Gang of Six” is composed of Senators Saxby Chambliss (R-GA), Tom Coburn (R-OK), Kent Conrad (D-ND), Mike Crapo (R-ID), Dick Durbin (D-IL) and Mark Warner (D-VA). Our agency and federal advocates will continue to be closely engaged on issues related to the future of the federal Highway Trust Fund, which is the main source of the programmatic and project-based funding we receive on an annual basis from the federal government.

Joint Hearing on High Speed Hearing in the Central Valley to be Held Tomorrow

Tomorrow, the Senate Transportation and Housing Committee and the Senate Agricultural Committee will hold a hearing regarding the impacts of high speed rail on agriculture. The hearing will be held in Merced and will be followed by a symposium with members of the Legislature and the agricultural community.  

Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Project Update Open House

Yesterday, we hosted a Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor Project Update Open House at Faithful Central Bible Church in the City of Inglewood. The purpose of the Open House was to update the community on the last milestones for the environmental process and to recap the project’s alignment, station locations, maintenance facility site, environmental impacts and mitigations, and the real estate acquisition process. Approximately 100 people attended the Open House, including elected officials and their staff, members of the Crenshaw/LAX Leadership Council, and other community and business stakeholders. Project staff was positioned at information stations to engage community members with their individual questions and comments.  
We anticipate that the final environmental document will be released in August 2011, and Board considering adoption of the project and certification of the FEIS/FEIR at the September 22nd meeting.



	

	








