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BRU Civil Rights Protest Generates Media Coverage
Channels 4, 7, Univision, and other television stations using pool coverage plus Metro Networks, KPCC, and other radio stations, Los Angeles Times, and the Christian Science Monitor today covered the Bus Riders Union (BRU) protest at Gateway. The BRU is alleging that Metro is violating the civil rights of low-income people and minorities because of past and proposed bus service reductions. Metro today received word that the FTA will conduct a separate compliance review based, in part, on the BRU complaints. Media Relations staff told reporters we welcome the compliance review. The scheduling of that review in no way passes judgment on anything Metro has done or is doing. We explained that there is alternative service available within a quarter mile of any line that is proposed to be eliminated or truncated. We also gave reporters context – Metro owes it to taxpayers and our riders to better manage our system so we don’t duplicate service offered by the municipal bus operators or the rail lines. Two million voters approved Measure R and an expanded rail program and, as those new lines open, we have to make sure that bus and rail service is better integrated. Staff also noted we are not cutting maintenance or road supervision so we can continue to improve bus service quality. Two years ago buses were on time only 60% of the time; today, on-time performance is 77%. Customer complaints in December were at a record low. We also noted, especially in a recession, we have to be good stewards of taxpayer resources. We are not going back to the overcrowding experienced in pre-Consent Days, our fares will remain low, and compared to other major transit properties like Chicago and Orange County Transportation Authority that are cutting 20% of their bus service, our cumulative reduction of service is much less. Should the Board approve the proposed June service changes, the cumulative reduction in bus service hours over the past two years would be 12%. 

AQMD to Post Daily Updates Regarding Radiation Levels in Southern California
Starting today, the Air Quality Management District (AQMD) is providing a daily update regarding levels of radiation in Southern California on their website at www.aqmd.gov. Monitors operated by AQMD/Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will detect any change in outdoor radiation levels. AQMD monitors radiation levels at three sites in Southern California and sends the radiation measurements every hour to EPA. The California Department of Public Health also operates an additional radiation monitor in Southern California. 

I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project

The I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements contractor plans to re-stripe freeway traffic lanes to set up a work zone as well as demolish the center column of the Skirball Center Drive Bridge in Los Angeles March 17, 18 and 23, an activity that will require full directional freeway closures each night during the late night hours of 12:00 a.m. to 5:00 am.  Re-striping is anticipated to occur on the nights of March 17 and 18, and the column demolition is anticipated to occur on the night of March 23. Some freeway lanes will begin to close as early 10:00 p.m. and the Skirball ramps may close as early 7:00 p.m. During the night of column demolition March 23, the Skirball Bridge will be closed from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. Freeway closure locations will be:

· March 17, 2011     Northbound I-405 freeway from Getty Center Drive to Ventura Boulevard                         
· March 18, 2011     Southbound I-405 freeway from Burbank Blvd. to Getty Center Drive                                

· March 12, 2011     Northbound I-405 freeway from Getty Center Drive to Ventura and southbound HOV lane,#1 and  #2 lanes

Sepulveda Boulevard will remain open during the nights of bridge demolition and be used as a detour route. Detour maps are available at www.metro.net/I405. Upon completion of the freeway lane re-striping work activity there will be the same amount of lanes that currently exist on the I-405 freeway. Emergency access will be maintained on the bridge at all times. Pedestrians will be rerouted to an area outside the construction zone. Please note that the work is weather permitting and subject to change. For latest updates visit our website at www.metro.net/I-405 or follow us on twitter: twitter.com/I_405.  Call the project hotline at (213) 922-3665.

Metro on Shortlist for Two International "Metros" Awards
"The Metros", an international transportation award has named us a finalist in two categories: 
The agency overall has been named a finalist for the Special Merit Award for Commitment to the Environment; we were nominated for our overall environmental and sustainability program that includes our visionary environmental policies, renewable energy infrastructure and development, energy conservation efforts, green (new and existing) buildings, Environmental Management System, and climate change management activities, among others. 
And Matt Raymond, our Chief Communications Officer, has been named a finalist in the Special Recognition for Outstanding Contribution to the Urban Transport Industry category in recognition for the communications materials he has spearheaded including Measure R, transit info, and the various rideshare programs he oversees (pass programs, vanpool, etc.). 


	

	








