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Congressional Transportation Hearings Slated for Next Week

The House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee’s subcommittee on Highways and Transit will hold two days of hearings next week on “Improving and Reforming The Nation’s Surface Transportation Programs.” The hearings will be chaired by Rep. John Duncan (R-TN) and also include, among others, the participation of the subcommittees Ranking Member, Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-OR). Both the House and Senate continue to struggle with the legislative effort to authorize a multi-year surface transportation bill. Thus far, Congress has extended the current authorization measure (SAFETEA-LU) seven times. Among those expected to testify at the hearings next week are representatives of the American Public Transportation Association and the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials. Our agency and federal advocates will closely monitor these hearings and we have and will continue to offer our input to members of both the subcommittee and the full committee.

Metro Holds Press Conference on Dodger Stadium Express Bus Service 

Metro Board Chair & LA County Supervisor Don Knabe joined Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich, Metrolink Chair Richard Katz and others this afternoon in announcing the start of the Dodger Stadium Express bus service for the 2011 baseball season. The service will operate from Union Station to Dodger Stadium. The service is made possible by a $450,000 grant made by the Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction Review Committee (MSRC). The funding is made in support of clean fuel transit service to link Union Station to Dodger Stadium. New to the program this year includes funding for late-night train service provided by Metrolink to accommodate those fans wishing to use Metrolink trains to travel to Union Station to connect with the Dodger Stadium Express bus service. Media attending the event included Time Warner Cable TV, KABC-TV, and CityTV.

Celebrating the Legacy of Arthur Winston
 

Yesterday, I was honored to help the staff at the Arthur Winston Division 5 celebrate what would have been our transit icon's 105th birthday. Maintenance set up a display of Arthur's pictures and awards, and several friends spoke up about what they remember most about the legendary service attendant who worked 76 years for the agency and retired at the age of 100. Many of those attending recalled Arthur's work ethic, loyalty and dedication to Metro. Arthur was named "Employee of the Century" because he was never late to work and took only one day off for the passing of his wife. The birthday celebration included a lunch featuring Arthur's favorite foods - macaroni and cheese, fried fish, baked chicken, greens and black eyed peas. We also remembered that Arthur was a great fan of both the Lakers and the Laker Girls.

Inquiry from LA Times Reporter on Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor

This afternoon, we received an inquiry from an LA Times reporter regarding the Crenshaw/LAX Transit corridor related to a story being written about the Exposition Line. The reporter was told the project has a Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Re-circulated Draft Environmental Impact Report out for public comment related to a narrow set of issues such as maintenance facilities. A public Hearing for the document is scheduled for March 31, 2011. Staff plans to make a recommendation to the Board of Directors related to maintenance facilities at the April 28, 2011 meeting. The reporter asked about what the general feeling is from community members towards the project. Staff replied there is general support for the new light rail investment in part to extensive; community outreach and involvement in the decision process. The reporter wanted to know how the line will connect with the Expo Line. Staff indicated that passengers will be able to transfer from the Exposition Line to the Crenshaw/LAX line and travel south towards a connection with the Green Line and continue toward the South Bay. A story is expected to run sometime next week.

AQMD Compliance Visit- MSSC

Metro Support Services Center (MSSC) is under US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) program called Title V.  This program is designed to standardize air quality permits and the permitting processing for major sources of emissions across the United States. The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) adopted the federal Title V and put MSSC under this program in 2004. All the operating permits for emergency generators, paint booths, paints, solvents usage and the reporting requirements were centralized under this program. Metro developed an Air Quality Program to promote compliance with the Title V requirements. There is annual inspection by AQMD to ensure compliance with AQMD rules with respect to the stipulated conditions on the Title V operating permits. On March 22, 2011, AQMD inspected the MSSC facility and found Metro to be in full compliance with Title V program. We met all the permit conditions and reporting requirements. Facilities found non-compliant receive a citation and associated monetary penalties. Compliance supports a clean environment and saves the agency money.


	

	








