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SCAG President's Award

Last night, at the 2011 SCAG Regional Conference and General Assembly, Director Pam O'Connor--SCAG's newly-installed President--presented the 2011 President's Award for Excellence to Metro and the City of Los Angeles for "America Fast Forward" and planning for sustainable transit communities. In making the award, SCAG notes that "areas around each of Los Angeles' rail and BRT stations will become ideal places to leverage Metro's investments in its transit infrastructure through the Sustainable Transit Communities Program".  In accepting the award, deputy CEO Paul Taylor thanked President O'Connor and the SCAG Regional Council for recognizing that we are charting an environmentally responsible course for the future of our county. 

Bike Week L.A. May 16-20

Media Relations has issued a news release promoting Bike Week L.A. May 16-20.  We are supporting a host of activities all week intended to get more Angelinos to ride their bikes to work, school and other destinations throughout LA County to reduce traffic and air pollution and save energy.  We will conduct a kick-off event at North Hollywood Metro Red Line Station Monday, May 16.  Good Samaritan Hospital is planning its annual Blessings of the Bikes ceremony on Tuesday, May 17.  On Wednesday, we will host a Downtown L.A. Ride.  We will offer free rides to bicyclists on Metro buses and trains on official Bike to Work Day Thursday, May 19.  Friday is Bike to School Day.  Those interested in participating in Bike Week L.A. events are urged to visit www.metro.net/bikeweek. 

Media Updated on Transit Security

This afternoon, the Los Angeles County Sheriff Department (LASD) held a media availability at Union Station were several reporters were briefed on actions taken by the LASD in light of recent reports that rail transit in American was possibly targeted for terrorist action. The LASD told reporters that the public must remain vigilant and reminded them that if they see something….say something. LASD continues to deploy personnel to key transportation locations and continues to deploy K-9 units in an effort to heighten safety awareness on both buses and trains. Media attending the briefing included the Los Angeles Times, La Opinion, KNBC News and Ch. 52. Stories are expected to run tonight and tomorrow. 

Historic Streetcar Service

The Downtown News has inquired about the Historic Streetcar Service project in advance of a planned May 17, 2011 early scoping meeting in downtown Los Angeles.  Our Planning staff reported that the agency is preparing the environmental studies on behalf of the City of Los Angeles which intends to submit a funding grant application to the Federal Transit Administration.  The May 17, 2011 meeting will present the public with an opportunity to provide input on a range of streetcar options within a project area whose core alignment is envisioned to connect the L.A. Live, Convention Center, Staples Center complex on the south of downtown with destinations like Bunker Hill, City Hall, and Little Tokyo on the north via Broadway. The story is expected to run Monday.

Procurement Postings for Next Week

Harbor Transitway - Video Surveillance 

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids next week to procure close circuit television (CCTV) video surveillance equipment, wireless broadband communication equipment, an “Out of Service” elevator indication system, and digital media signage equipment for Harbor Transitway Bus Stations.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 11, 2011 through July 20, 2011.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Brian P. Mahaffey, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7327.

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events

Next week, I will be participating in a meet and greet with the APTA Peer Review group on Debt Policy and I will take part in the CTC Meeting Tour.  I will also be meeting with Senator Carol Lui (D-21) and Assemblymember Bonnie Lowenthal (D-54).


	

	








