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U.S. House of Representatives Slated to Consider Transportation Spending Bill in July

The House Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related Agencies is slated to mark-up its spending bill for Fiscal Year 2012 on July 14, 2011. The full Committee on Appropriations is scheduled to mark-up the same measure on July 26, 2011. Last week, Committee on Appropriations Chairman Harold Rogers (R-KY) announced a $302 billion spending allocation for the transportation subcommittee of $47.6 billion, which is over $1 billion less than the amount appropriated by Congress for the transportation spending bill back in Fiscal Year 2008. Such a funding level, if enacted into law, would result in cuts to the amount of federal formula funds received by our agency. It is anticipated that the U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations will mark-up its transportation spending measure prior to the Congressional summer recess later this year.

Governor Brown Releases May Revision
Governor Brown has just released his May Revision to the January budget proposal. The May Revision includes a proposal to fund bond sales for transportation projects which is critical for many of Los Angeles County’s transportation projects.

There are two key overall elements to the budget proposal. First is that the Governor continues his proposal to extend a variety of state taxes, but includes a one-year deferral of the Personal Income Tax. These tax extensions would still require a popular vote. Second is that the May Revision accounts for $6.6 billion in additional revenue. This new revenue is proposed to be used primarily to offset the loss of revenue from a smaller tax proposal and to provide funding for education.

Specifically with respect to transportation, the Governor is proposing to fund the sale of Proposition 1B transportation bonds. This is a key element of the budget proposal for Metro as this proposal would continue funding for projects under construction and would allow for projects to begin construction in the 2011-12 Fiscal Year. The May Revision proposes an additional $1 billion in Prop 1B appropriations to start funding the construction of additional projects which Caltrans anticipates starting in 2011-12. The budget detail does not specify the projects that will actually be funded by these allocations should they be adopted in the final budget. These decisions will be made at the various departments and commissions responsible for the bond programs. 

The May Revision also proposes to provide funding for the High Speed Rail project to fund administrative costs, and various contract services. The Legislature will now begin hearings on the May Revision with Subcommittee meetings starting this week. Metro’s Advocacy team will continue to keep the Board apprised of any significant developments.

Budget Revision information on Transportation spending can be found at: http://www.ebudget.ca.gov/Revised/StateAgencyBudgets/2000/agency.html.
Bike Week L.A. Kick-off Event

Deputy CEO Paul Taylor participated in this morning’s Bike Week L.A.. kick-off press event at the North Hollywood Metro Red Line Station. Taylor was joined by L.A. City Councilmember Tom LaBonge, Amir Sedadi, Interim General Manager of LADOT, as well as representatives from the Los Angeles Bicycle Coalition, Good Samaritan Hospital and CicLAvia to support a host of activities intended to encourage more Angelinos to ride their bikes to work, school and other destinations throughout L.A. County. Taylor reported that we have made a strong commitment to bikes, and are working on a countywide basis to improve conditions for bicyclists. The agency has invested more than $200 million in bike-related programs, and has recently removed the peak-hour restrictions for bikes on rail that now allow bicycles to access the Metro Rail system any time of day. We meet regularly with the bicycle community through the Bicycle Roundtables series, and are now working on a range of bicycle initiatives, including triple bike racks on Metro buses, bike stair channels for new transit stations and improved bicycle signage and maps at rail stations. On Wednesday, May 18, 2011 Metro and our partners will host a Downtown L.A. Ride, and on Bike to Work Day on Thursday, May 19, 2011 cyclists who board Metro buses and trains with their bikes or helmets can ride Metro for free. We are also co-hosting more than 40 pit stops with local organizations throughout the county. Numerous media attended the kick-off event, including KCBS/KCAL 2/9, KNBC 4, KTLA 5, Fox 11, Telemundo 34, Azteca 54, City TV, La Opinion and Metro Networks. Media Relations conducted early morning live Spanish-language interviews as well. Stories are expected to run today and the rest of this week. 


	

	








