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Official Notice Given About I-405 mid-July Freeway Closure

Today, an I-405 press release was distributed nationally. It has been approved by the Unified Command (chiefs of LAPD, LAFD, LADOT and CHP), Metro, Caltrans and dozens of public information officers and Metro Community Relations. The release is being distributed and the public is being urged to Plan Ahead, Avoid the Area, or Stay Home the weekend of July 16-17, 2011 when the I-405 is shutdown between the 101 and 10 freeways so that Mulholland Bridge demolition work can be done safely. It’s part of the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project.

Please post the news release on your web sites, send e-mail blasts, Twitter alerts, whatever you can to give advance notice.
Metro Media Alert from Media Relations

Metro Operations and Communications staff was interviewed by LA Times reporter Ari Bloomekatz on Metro’s new Nextrip Real-Time Bus Arrival Information system. The Nextrip system provides bus arrival information to the public via text/SMS, mobile web (m.metro.net), voice/telephone (511 or 323-go-metro) or online (metro.net or go511.com). Staff discussed the benefits of providing the public with this information; our efforts to provide information that is also ADA accessible; our efforts at marketing the program in English and Spanish to improve customer awareness; our intent to add in rail information in the future so that both bus/rail information can be available in a similar fashion. Staff also mentioned that there was a 40% increase in Nextrip access month-to-month even prior to going into full production with almost 150,000 monthly users. The story is expected to run over the 3-day weekend or Tuesday at the latest.

Expo Construction Notices

Notice of Utility Work

In preparation for construction of Phase 2 of the Expo Light Rail Line, work crews will be conducting several pre-construction activities along the project alignment.  Construction is scheduled June 2011 through September 2011.  Works hours will be 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday in the City of Santa Monica and 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday in the City of Los Angeles. To view the complete notice - please click here.

Train Testing Update

Train testing is underway on the new Expo Light Rail Line. Testing schedules are dynamic and regular notices will be issued to keep you informed of the dates, times and frequency of movement through the community. Testing of traffic  signals and train control system between Vermont Avenue and National Boulevard will take place on Tuesday, May 31, 2011 through Thursday, June 2, 2011.  To view the complete notice, click here.

Next Week’s Procurement Postings

Re-bid for Integrated Waste Management Services IFB
Procurement will release Invitation for Bids (IFB), re-bid for Integrated Waste Management Services. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from June 6, 2011 through August 31, 2011.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Kenneth Takahashi, Sr. Contract Administrator at (213) 922-1047.

Transit Operations Supervisors (TOS) Uniform Procurement RFP
Procurement will release a Request for Proposal (RFP) next week to provide Metro Transit Operations Supervisors (TOS) with uniforms to perform their daily activities. This procurement will allow approximately 450 TOS employees to purchase uniforms from the awarded Contractor. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 30, 2011 through November 1, 2011.

This procurement is necessary because it provides Metro TOS employees with work attire that professionally represents the agency. 

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to, and may only be answered by Ruth DeWitt, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1076.

EZ Transit Pass
Procurement will release an IFB next week to procure EZ transit pass Tap Cards.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from June 2, 2011 through October 31, 2011.

EZ transit pass Tap Cards are fare media that our customers will use for multimodal transportation, transit fare product purchases and other future uses associated with the region-wide smart card system.  Award of a contract will provide a commitment from the supplier to ensure availability at a fixed, competitive price.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, I will be attending a lunch meeting with Pasadena’s Mayor Boggard and Councilmember Chris Holden. I will also be attending a luncheon to honor our Employees of the Quarter and presenting welcoming remarks to Denver’s RTD & US 36 Mayors who will be touring Metro and learning about our BRT projects.



	

	








