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Metro Receives AQMD’s Clean Air Award For Achieving One Hundred Percent Clean Air Bus Fleet

Today, we were recognized by the South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) at the 23rd annual Clean Air Awards for the agency’s on-going commitment to employing alternative fuels and the 100% non-diesel fleet conversion in January 2011. The awards reception and ceremony took place at the Millennium Biltmore Hotel, and was attended by numerous Southern California, agencies, organizations, companies, and many elected officials. The Clean Air Awards celebrated the achievements of this year’s winners, and drew attention to the diverse array of skills and expertise available to help solve our air quality challenges.

William Burke, AQMD Chairman, asserted, This years’ awardees show us how committed individuals can have a multiplier effect, spurring renewed environmental commitment and enhanced efforts by thousands of business and millions of people in Southern California.  We are proud to be recognized by AQMD as an exceptional agency for following through with our commitment to reduce environmental impacts and for continual efforts to improve Southern California’s air quality.

Metro Receives Federal Grant for Important Rail Work

We recently received confirmation that the Federal Railroad Administration has obligated funds for preliminary engineering and environmental work for two important capital projects along the Los Angeles – San Diego – San Luis Obispo (LOSSAN) corridor in Los Angeles County.  The LOSSAN Corridor is the second busiest passenger rail corridor in the United States. The Raymer to Bernson Double Track Project will add a second main track along a six mile segment of a single track segment in the San Fernando Valley used by Amtrak and Metrolink. The Van Nuys North Platform Project will add a center platform and allow for double track operation at the Van Nuys station. Once completed there will be contiguous double track along the LOSSAN corridor throughout Los Angeles County, from the Orange County line to the Chatsworth station. This will relieve a major bottleneck and congestion point along the LOSSAN corridor. 

Funding for the projects comes from a $2,634,000 Federal High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail grant funded through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. Metro will be providing a 20% local match. Metro will partner Metrolink on these projects.  This work will start in late 2011 and completed by February 2013. Staff will work closely with the Metro grants department and Caltrans Division of Rail to identify funds for construction.

Expo Line Train Testing

Testing of train control system and gated crossings between Flower Street/21st Street and Jefferson Boulevard/La Cienega Boulevard will take place next week To view the complete notice, click here.
Orange Line Construction Notice

As part of the continuing construction of the Metro Orange Line Extension, the Contractor will be constructing the busway and bikeway along the easterly side of Canoga Ave. These activities require the reconfiguration of traffic lanes and the placement of concrete barriers (k-rail) to isolate the work zone. To view the complete notice, click here. http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/111007_Traffic_reconfiguration_and_K_rail_placement_Canoga_Ave_Nordhoff.pdf
Procurement Postings for Next Week

Metro will release an Invitation for Bid (IFB) next week to procure services for powered truck axle assembly and traction gear unit overhaul for the P2000 Siemens rail vehicles. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from October 5, 2011 through January 16, 2012. The powered axle assembly and traction gear unit overhaul is required to support the maintenance and repair/overhaul program on Metro’s light rail vehicles (LRV).These services are essential to ensure that powered axle performance is in accordance with the LRV manufacturer’s performance criteria. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Otto Ojong, Sr. Contract Administrator, at 213-922-1454.
Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, I will be attending the CFEE’s Public Private Partnership/Infrastructure Conference 2011 and also meeting with Mayor Villaraigosa. I will also be traveling to New York for meetings with transportation officials and then to Washington, D.C. to attend the Railvolution Conference.


	

	








