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FTA Deputy Administrator Therese McMillan Presents Metro with $34.7 million
Numerous media outlets attended today’s press conference with FTA Deputy Administrator, Therese McMillan and Chair Antonio Villaraigosa to announce that people living and visiting the Los Angeles area will soon have improved transit options and reduced congestion. This is due to FTA’s 2011 Bus Livability and State of Good Repair competitive discretionary programs grants in the amount of $34.7 million awarded to our agency. Deputy Administrator McMillan visited us at Gateway to make this announcement and to encourage Congress to support the transportation investments proposed under President Obama's American Jobs Act. Director Richard Katz, Director Pam O’Connor and I also attended this event, amongst other officials. These grants will help us purchase new energy-efficient compressed natural gas buses and construct a new Patsaouras Plaza Bus Station, adjacent to Union Station in downtown Los Angeles. This will serve El Monte Busway passengers and other transit riders. The improved station will connect directly to Union Station, which is Los Angeles’ main passenger rail station, and will provide more convenient connections between other bus lines, light rail, Amtrak and Metrolink commuter rail. Media present at this event included Channel 7, 35, pool cameras for Channel 2/9, 4, 5, 11/13, KNX/KFWB, KFI, Metro Networks, Los Angeles Times, La Opinion, Building Trades Publications and City News Service. Stories are expected to run later today and tomorrow.
Metro Orange Line Sixth Anniversary
Media Relations has issued a news release marking the sixth anniversary of the Metro Orange Line, which officially opened to the public on October 29, 2005. The popular, innovative Bus Rapid Transit Line has been a major success from its very first day of operation, providing fast, frequent service across the east/west portion of the San Fernando Valley. The anniversary coincides with ongoing construction of its four-mile extension to the Chatsworth Amtrak/Metrolink Station, another key Valley transportation hub.Our construction team and design-builder are making good progress building the extension, which is scheduled to open in summer of next year.
Westside Subway Extension Project
The Associated Press has inquired about the Westside Subway Extension Project which is now in the final environmental review process. Project staff provided an overview of the project and responded to concerns being raised in Beverly Hills. Staff noted that we recently completed and released two exhaustive studies which address concerns in Beverly Hills and reported that we are optimistic about its ability to obtain federal matching funds. Both the Westside Subway Extension and Regional Connector projects were selected by the Board as candidates for FTA New Starts funding because they perform well when measured against federal funding criteria. The FTA has given us approval to enter into preliminary engineering, which indicates that the FTA considers the projects as good candidates for future New Starts funding. The story is expected to run over the weekend.
I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project Update
The northbound I-405 freeway closure from Getty Center Drive to Ventura Boulevard originally scheduled for tonight, Friday October 28, 2011 only has been cancelled. The project contractor completed needed work for this construction activity last night. 


Procurement Postings for Next Week
Call Box Maintenance (LA SAFE)
Procurement will release a Request for Proposal (RFP) next week to procure call box maintenance services. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from October 28, 2011 through January 5, 2012. LA SAFE is responsible for maintaining over 2,200 call boxes located throughout the Los Angeles County’s freeway system.This program official name is the Kenneth Hahn Callbox System. Over 2,500 calls per month are placed through the Kenneth Hahn Callbox System by drivers for freeway assistance. The Kenneth Hahn Callbox System is the largest and most active callbox system in California. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Victor Zepeda, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1458
Replacement and On-Call Repair Services for Gateway Security Gates 
Procurement will release Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week for a contract to replace and provide on-call repair services for the Gateway Security Gates. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from November 4, 2011 through January 31, 2012. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Kenneth Takahashi, Sr. Contract Administrator at (213) 922-1047. 

Consulting Services for Light Rail Vehicle Acquisition, Technical and Program Management Support 
Procurement will release an RFP next week to procure consulting services for the acquisition and on time delivery of light rail vehicles for use on Metro’s existing light rail lines and anticipated rail line extensions. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from November 4, 2011 through February 6, 2012. In support of its mission for the continued improvement of an efficient and effective transportation system, Metro is seeking consulting services for light rail vehicle acquisition, technical and program management support services to design, engineer, construct and deliver safe, reliable and high quality rail vehicles. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Samira Baghdikian, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1033. 

Metro Emergency Radio System
Procurement will release an IFB next week to procure emergency radio system equipment (base stations, portable radios, and mobile radios) as back-ups to the existing communication equipment. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from November 2, 2011 through December 19, 2011. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Lily Lopez, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-4639. 

Muni-Operator On-Board Origin Destination Survey
Procurement will release an RFP next week to procure professional surveying services to conduct an on-board origin-destination survey of major municipal transit operators in Los Angeles County. The data is needed to update Metro’s travel demand model and to conform to Federal Transit Administration (FTA) New Starts requirements for current data. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from October 31, 2011 through December 30, 2011. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Amy Wang, Senior Contract Administrator at (213) 922-2632.
Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be conducting an All Hands Meeting here at Gateway and participating in an interview with Progressive Railroading Magazine. I will also be attending a Soundwall Ribbon Cutting in Duarte, speaking at UCLA’s Rotary Club and attending the Expo Board Meeting. Finally, I will be speaking at the Greater Los Angeles African American Chamber of Commerce.
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