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In this Issue:
· Southland Transit Agencies Honor Traffic Reporters
Southland transit agencies handed out coveted Golden Pylon Awards Wednesday to the region's top traffic reporters. The awards honor the true-grit reporters whose on-air traffic talk keeps the region's traffic moving by promoting rideshare options such as carpool lanes, vanpools and public transportation. And, the winners are:
· Sean Murphy, NBC-4's primetime traffic reporter on NBC-4's Today in LA 
· Kajon Cermak traffic reporter on KCRW. 
· Scott Burt, traffic reporter on KNX, KFWB, KOLA 
· Larry Barajas, traffic reporter on KNX AM 107 and KRTH FM 101 
· Ryan Duggan, traffic reporter on KRLA. 
· California Highway Patrol Officer Luis Mendoza, reports traffic conditions on FOX 11 Morning News, Univision 34 morning news, Primera Edicion of Univision 34, 6 p.m., and on radio stations KWRM Radio Mexico mornings; KFRN 1280 Family Radio, La Ponderosa 1550 and on the Internet Real Time Traffic internet show on Myfoxla.com for Fox network. 
The Golden Pylon Awards is a traditional prelude to Rideshare Week, which begins Monday, October 3, 2011. Rideshare Week is a statewide campaign to encourage thousands of commuters to 'share the ride' to help reduce traffic and smog. Currently 72 percent of commuters in the Los Angeles region drive alone to work.
Metro Executive Officer Stephanie Wiggins, who directs the ExpressLanes program, took the opportunity to brief the traffic reporters on the planned construction activities, which began on the I-10 and I-110 freeways in late August 2011. ExpressLanes is a pilot, one-year demonstration program overseen by Metro, Caltrans and several other mobility partners to develop a package of solutions to improve traffic flow on the I-10 and I-110 freeways in Los Angeles County. The solution package includes the introduction of congestion pricing by converting High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes to High Occupancy Toll (HOT) lanes; the improvement of transit service and other alternatives to driving. Reporters told Wiggins that the twitter feed dedicated to construction activity that results in occasional lane and ramp closures provides an instant update for traffic report broadcasts. 
The Golden Pylon Awards are sponsored by five regional transit agencies: Metro in Los Angeles County, Orange County Transportation Authority, Riverside County Transportation Commission, San Bernardino Associated Governments and Ventura County Transportation Commission.


	

	








