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	Monterey Park Hosts San Gabriel Valley Transit Providers Meeting
Yesterday, April 5, 2012, the City of Monterey Park hosted a regional Transit Providers meeting for cities, municipal and local operators serving the San Gabriel Valley. Participants included representatives from Foothill Transit, Access Services, the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works (El Sol), Montebello Bus Lines and the City of Pasadena. Items discussed included an update on the El Monte Station construction project, a presentation on upcoming Metro service changes and proposed Montebello service changes, an update on the TAP program, and a discussion about civil rights topics associated with public transit. At the conclusion of the meeting, attendees provided an update on recent and upcoming service issues associated with their agency or city. Please note that that these regional Transit Provider meetings are conducted every quarter in each of the Metro Service Council regions. A meeting for the Gateway Cities service providers is scheduled for next Thursday, April 12, 2012 and will be hosted by Norwalk Transit.

Los Angeles Times Interviews Staff about California High Speed Rail Project 
The Los Angeles Times interviewed Executive Officer of Regional Rail, Don Sepulveda, regarding the California High Speed Rail Authority’s new business plan, including current and future plans for the Los Angeles to Anaheim segment. Don reiterated that the new plan will enable concurrent investments in Southern California’s rail infrastructure which will provide the connectivity needed to join with the statewide network. The story is expected to run tomorrow.

State Route 2 Outreach Efforts to Echo Park Improvement Association
Yesterday, April, 5, 2012, Metro Highway Planning Manager, Benkin Jong, gave a presentation to the Echo Park Improvement Association. The purpose of this presentation was to provide an update on the Caltrans State Route 2 (SR2) Terminus Project.  The presentation focused on the next steps for Phase 1, target dates for design and completion of Phase 1 and Phase 2 improvements. Representatives from the offices of Congressman Becerra, State Senator Carol Liu, Assemblymember Gilbert Cedillo along with Caltrans engineering staff attended the presentation. An extensive question and answer session brought forth community concerns regarding design considerations. Our agency’s Community Relations department, in coordination with Caltrans, will continue outreach efforts to support Phase I design and completion. 

Procurement Postings for Next Week

Divisions 9 and 18 Water Recycling System (IFB)

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) for the installation and related construction work for a Water Recycling System at Divisions 9 and 18. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from April 9, 2012 through June 26, 2012. The System will provide a biological treatment method to lower Total Suspended Soils (TSS) and Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD) in the waste water and provide filtered water for reuse in the steam cleaning equipment as outlined in the Summary of Work. The contractor shall provide all labor, materials, equipment, transportation, supplies, supervision, training, and 6 months maintenance. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Deneise Glover, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7302.

Single Girder Crane System (IFB)

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure a Single Girder Crane System for Division 21. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from April 3, 2012 through June 30, 2012. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Nathan Jones, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-6101.

Workers’ Compensation Staffing Services (RFP)

Procurement will release a Request for Proposals (RFP) next week to procure the Worker’s Compensation Temporary Staffing Services. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from April 13, 2012 through July 1, 2012. Risk Management occasionally has turnover and/or long term absences and the workload of current employees makes transferring the work of absent or vacant positions difficult. This staffing contract will allow Risk Management to backfill long-term absences with a temporary position to better manage the workload. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Maria V. Lechuga, Sr. Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7206.

Hearing and Respiratory Testing Services (RFP) 

Procurement will release a Request for Proposals (RFP) next week to procure the Hearing and Respiratory Testing Services. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from April 13, 2012 through July 1, 2012. Corporate Safety is responsible for the Hearing Conservation and Respiratory Protection programs. A major component of each these programs is to ensure that participating employees are qualified to perform their job duties and, through periodic screening, establish that no adverse health effects are occurring as a result of their job duties. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Maria V. Lechuga, Sr. Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7206.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, I will attend a Committee hearing on Assemblymember Mike Feuer’s Bill in Sacramento.
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