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	Expo Opening Ceremony for Public Officials

The Source and El Pasajero have both posted stories about the ceremony that was held by public officials this afternoon at Exposition Park to welcome the Expo Line as the latest Metro Rail project to grace the transit scene in Los Angeles. At today’s ceremony, I joined Mayor and Metro Board Chair Antonio Villaraigosa, Directors Mark Ridley-Thomas, Zev Yaroslavsky, Pam O’Connor, Richard Katz and various other elected officials and community leaders, executive staff members, the Sprit of Troy band along with many other guests for the inaugural ceremony. As you already know, Expo Line Phase I opens to the public tomorrow, April 28, 2012 at 5:00 a.m. There will be free rides to the public on both Saturday and Sunday from 5:00 a.m.to 7:00 p.m. with regular fare service beginning on Monday, April 30, 2012. Please click here for details on the Expo Line free rides and events. 
http://thesource.metro.net/2012/04/27/public-officials-hold-opening-ceremony-for-expo-line/?utm_source%3Drss%26utm_medium%3Drss%26utm_campaign%3Dpublic-officials-hold-opening-ceremony-for-expo-line
http://elpasajero.metro.net/2012/04/27/se-inaugura-oficialmente-la-linea-expo-manana-se-abre-al-publico/
http://thesource.metro.net/2012/04/27/free-rides-saturday-and-sunday-on-the-expo-line/
25 Years Ago This Week: Central Maintenance Facility Opens

This week, the Metro Dorothy Peyton Gray Transportation Library and Archive takes us back twenty five years to 1987 when a state-of-the-art maintenance facility opened: the Central Maintenance Facility (CMF). This was the largest construction project that was undertaken by Southern California Rapid Transit. The facility housed the new District shop, supported thirteen operating divisions and served as the administrative headquarters for the Equipment Maintenance Department. New equipment at the CMF included the Automated Storage and Retrieval System, which was considered state of the art among warehousing and inventory systems for a stores area large enough to accommodate ten football fields of parts and other material. The CMF replaced the South Park shops, an antiquated and outgrown facility which was converted from a 1910 rehabilitated car barn. Freddy Steger, Painter A Leader at our Central Maintenance Shop, visited the CMF when it opened in 1987 and recalls, “The paint shop was relocated from South Park to CMF. CMF had the latest technology and equipment including robotic paint booths and in-ground bus lifts.” Please click here to view the numerous images from the Central Maintenance Facility’s opening and dedication. 

http://metroprimaryresources.info/this-date-in-los-angeles-transportation-history/april-25/
http://www.flickr.com/search/?w=30993133%40N04&q=central+maintenance+dedication&m=text
Dapper Day on Metro Arrives this Sunday, April 29, 2012
The Source is reporting that Rail L.A. will host Dapper Day on the Subway this Sunday, April 29, 2012. The event seeks, “To celebrate the city’s rich mass transit history and rally support for future expansions of local rail,” according to Rail L.A.’s press release. The only requirements for attendance are fancy dress and a $5 Metro Day Pass. The Opening Ceremony begins at the Hollywood/Vine Metro Red Line Station at 9:30 a.m. and concludes with dinner at 5:30 p.m. in Chinatown off the Chinatown Gold Line station. Please click here to read the complete story and event schedule. 
http://dapperday.railla.org/Dapper_Day/Home.html
http://thesource.metro.net/2012/04/26/dust-off-your-tux-dapper-day-on-metro-arrives-this-sunday-april-29/?utm_source%3Drss%26utm_medium%3Drss%26utm_campaign%3Ddust-off-your-tux-dapper-day-on-metro-arrives-this-sunday-april-29
Procurement Postings for Next Week
Driver Sunshades (IFB) 

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure Driver Sunshades. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 3, 2012 through June 29, 2012. The sunshade on the bus is needed to provide safe and maximum visibility for the operator. Award of contract will provide a commitment from the supplier to ensure availability at a fixed, competitive price. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

HVAC Duct Cleaning Service (IFB) 

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure HVAC Duct Cleaning Service Metro Bus and Rail Facilities. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 3, 2012 through July 16, 2012. Metro is seeking qualified contractor to provide Heating Ventilation & Air Conditioning (HVAC) Duct Cleaning services throughout Metro bus and rail transit facilities. The services are only to be provided on an on-call basis at the request of Metro. Contractor shall furnish all labor, materials, equipment, tools and supplies to provide duct cleaning services throughout Forty-seven Metro properties in accordance with the procedures and conditions described in the IFB Scope of Work. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by James A. Nolan at (213) 922-7312.
Title and Escrow Services (RFP)
Procurement will release a Request for Proposals (RFP) next week to procure title and escrow services. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 3, 2012, through September 30, 2012. Services are required to permit LACMTA to contract for outside title and escrow services from qualified firms. It is anticipated that several transit projects will be implemented simultaneously over the next five years which will require title and escrow services for approximately 500 parcels of land. In order to meet the individual project schedules, it will be necessary to contract for outside title and escrow services. The internal Real Estate staff will be assigned primary responsibility to schedule, review and approve title reports and escrow documents prepared by the firms.  A "Bench" of qualified Title and Escrow Firms must be established to provide the Real Estate Department necessary resources to support the various projects. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Victor Zepeda, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1458.

L.A. SAFE Traveler Information Center (RFP) 

Procurement will release a Request for Proposal next week to procure a firm to operate L.A. SAFE’s Traveler Information Center (TIC). The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 3, 2012 through September 30, 2012. L.A. SAFE is currently operating a Traveler Information Center that monitors various communication portals that provide information of current, ongoing and planned events and traffic speeds that affect travel and traffic conditions in the Southern California Region. The systems, such as the California Highway Patrol Media page, the Caltrans Lane Closure System (LCS), and the Regional Integration of Intelligent Transportation Systems (RIITS) provide vital information that is relayed to the motoring public via the Southern California Regional 511 Traveler Information System/Program. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Victor Zepeda, Contract Administrator, at zepedav@metro.net.
Graffiti Abatement and Debris Removal Services (IFB)
Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure the services of a qualified and responsible contractor to provide the graffiti abatement and debris removal at specified locations along the I-110 and I-710 freeways. The Procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 1, 2012 through June 4, 2012. This is a pilot project that is a joint effort between Metro, Caltrans and the Contractor chosen. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Ruth E. DeWitt, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-1076.
Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will attend the ribbon cutting ceremony held at Division 2 for the installation of the New Double Door and Badge Reader System. I will also meet with Senator Carol Liu. Finally, I will join Supervisor and Metro Board Director Michael Antonovich for a luncheon where he will discuss his annual State of the County address in the City of Santa Clarita.
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