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	Los Angeles Times Featuring Story on Metro Bus Line 305
The Los Angeles Times will publish a news feature on Metro Bus Line 305 (Willowbrook, South Los Angeles, Leimert Park, UCLA) because the line is scheduled for elimination once the Expo light rail line opens. A reporter and photographer have been riding the line interviewing and photographing passengers. Conan Cheung, Deputy Executive Officer in Operations, Dan Levy, Director of Civil Rights Compliance, and Marc Littman, Deputy Executive Officer in Public Relations were also interviewed. Metro staff noted that Line 305 operates along almost the same route as other Metro lines, many of which offer more frequent service. In most cases, a trip on any north/south line connecting to another east/west line will provide a completed trip. Line 30 on Pico Boulevard will be extended west on San Vicente Boulevard to Sunset Boulevard, thereby covering one portion of the Line 305 route that is not duplicated. The reporter was told the subsidy per passenger on Line 305 is $4.15 compared to the system wide average of $1.76. Removing Line 305 was approved by the Board with the June 2012 service changes but held until the Expo line opens. This line reduction will ultimately save about 30,000 annual service hours. Staff acknowledged an equity analysis found that some cash paying customers would experience disparate adverse impacts; however most of the riders use passes. Metro staff also worked closely with the Federal Transit Administration in preparing the equity analysis and findings, which received Board approval on February 23, 2012. The article could run anytime.
Online Media Briefing on SR-710 Environmental Study

Media Relations facilitated an online media briefing for the SR-710 Environmental Study today in anticipation of upcoming community meetings scheduled on March 1, 2012 and March 3, 2012.  Frank Quon, Executive Officer of Highway Programs and Lynda Bybee, Deputy Executive Officer of Community Relations, reported that Metro is moving forward with the Alternatives Analysis for the SR-710 that evaluate multi-mode options for improving mobility in the project area.  Metro will be inviting community members to join in Community Liaison Councils consisting of local leaders, residents and businesses to guide community input through the environmental process.  Several media outlets, including Glendale News Press, San Gabriel Valley Tribune, City News, Eastern Group Publications, and Patch.com participated in the briefing. Stories are expected to run today and early next week.

Procurement Postings for Next Week

Toner and Ink Cartridges (IFB)

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bid (IFB) next week to procure Toner and Ink Cartridges. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from February 27, 2012 through June 29, 2012. Toner and Ink Cartridges support the agency’s administrative printing requirements. Award of contract will provide a commitment from the supplier(s) to ensure availability at a fixed, competitive price. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

900 Forty-Foot (40’) Low Floor CNG Transit Buses (RFP)

Procurement will release a Best Value Request for Proposals (RFP) next week to procure up to 900 Forty-Foot (40’) Low Floor CNG Transit Buses, including a base order of 550 buses and options for up to 350 buses.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 1, 2012 through July 11, 2012. The purchase of up to 900 Forty-Foot (40’) Low Floor CNG Transit Buses is required to replace existing in-service buses that will reach the end of their useful life between FY12 and FY14.  The procurement method used will be a Best Value RFP, which is a competitively negotiated procurement as defined by PCC 20217. The release of the RFP was approved on consent by the Metro Board of Directors at the Regular Board Meeting on Thursday, February 23, 2012, Agenda Item No. 43. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Joe Marzano, Sr. Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7014.

Copy Center Services (RFP)

Procurement will release Request for Proposals (RFP) next week for a five-year contract for a contractor to lease and maintain equipment for the Metro Copy Center. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from April 1, 2012 through August 31, 2012. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Kenneth Takahashi, Sr. Contract Administrator at (213) 922-1047.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, I will be travelling to Washington D.C. for the Mobility 21 Advocacy event. I will also attend the Transportation Business Advisory Council (TBAC) meeting and will participate in a KPCC interview with Patt Morrison. 
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