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	Metro to Release Final Environmental Documents for the Regional Connector Project Jan. 20
Media Relations issued a news release today to announce that Metro has received Federal Transit Administration approval to circulate Final Environmental Documents (FEIR/FEIS) for the Regional Connector. Metro will be releasing the Final EIS/EIR on the Regional Connector Project Jan. 20 for a 30-day public review period.
Metro has also scheduled two community open houses in downtown Los Angeles to allow the public to learn more about the project and the report on:
· Tuesday, February 7, 2012 from 2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. at the Colburn School of Music, 200 S. Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90012

· Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2012 from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. at the Japanese American National Museum, 369 E. 1st Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012
The Regional Connector, a Measure R transportation project, is a proposed fully underground light rail line that will connect the Metro Gold Line to the Metro Blue Line and soon-to-open Expo Line. The Final EIS/EIR contains recommendations for the nearly two-mile alignment and three station locations. The report also includes recommendations for environmental mitigations for the project.
The Metro Board is expected to consider the report recommendations at its February 23, 2012 meeting.
Metro’s Multi Function Photocopiers Are Getting “Greener”

 

Over the next couple of weeks, from January 16, 2012 - January 31, 2012, all of our agency's multi-function photocopiers (MFPs) will be set to double-sided printing.  Currently, only 28% of the copying and printing is being done double-sided. Achieving an agency average of 80% will save approximately $20,000 annually on paper costs, reduce our waste stream and conserve energy. 
Media Airs Videotape of Confrontation Between Bus Rider and LASD Deputies

Late last night and early this morning, Channel 4 aired a videotape shot by a Metro bus rider of a confrontation with a Los Angeles Sherriff’s Department (LASD) deputy and a woman on a bus in Bellflower. This incident occurred about 5:20 p.m. on Monday, January 9, 2012 on Line 266 in Bellflower, which is operated for Metro by Southland Transit. A rider called 9-1-1 to report a threatening person at a bus stop on Lakewood Boulevard which is north of Alondra Boulevard. When the two deputies arrived, the woman had boarded the bus. Subsequently, two Sheriff’s deputies pulled bus 7084 over to respond to the passenger’s complaint. From the footage, there was a confrontation with the woman and the deputies and a male deputy appears to have struck the woman. These are not Transit Bureau deputies. They are assigned to the LASD Lakewood Station. LASD investigators there are taking the lead in the investigation of the alleged force incident. Metro is cooperating with LASD on the investigation. A male rider shot video of the incident on his smart phone and shared it with the media and was later interviewed. Channel 4 aired it last night and early this morning. Metro’s electronic news monitoring service is checking for other media pickup. LASD is taking the lead on responding to media. Metro has secured copies of the bus surveillance tape and they will be turned over to LASD for their investigation. 
Metro Orange Line Construction Notice

Alignment Reconfiguration

As part of the continuing construction activities for the Metro Orange Line Extension, the Contractor needs to demolish and rebuild a portion of the existing Metro Orange Line busway between the De Soto Station and the Canoga Station. This work is required to incorporate the Metro Orange Line Extension to the Metro Orange Line. As a result of this work, the Winnetka Station, De Soto Station and Canoga Station platforms will be temporarily out of service and bus stops will be temporarily relocated one block south to Victory. The alignment reconfiguration will begin at 12:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 21, 2012 through 12:00 a.m. on Monday, January 30, 2012. This will take place on the existing Metro Orange Line Busway between the De Soto Station and the Canoga Station. To view the complete construction notice, please click here.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/120111_Canoga_Station_Cutover.pdf
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