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	Update on Fatal Bus Operator Shooting

Please see an update to yesterday’s Daily Brief story: Yesterday, Metro Service Operations Superintendent James “Woody” Woodson and Media Relations staff participated in media interviews held in West Hollywood where a Metro bus operator was fatally shot on Sunday, May 20, 2012. Metro again expressed condolences to the bus operator’s family and stated our agency was stunned by the senseless killing. On Sunday, May 20, 2012, I told reporters that it was the first time I could recall a bus operator being murdered during my career in Los Angeles. I immediately went out to the scene of the shooting and then spent time consoling operators. The murder is still under investigation and a suspect is in custody. I urge all employees and their families to take part in our Employee Assistance Program (EAP) through ComPsyche at 877-335-5327 for assistance with dealing with any feelings of grief, anxiety, depression and stress related to Sunday’s incident. Additionally, a vigil took place last night at 7:30 p.m. on Santa Monica Boulevard between Knoll Road, a block west of La Cienega which was attended by the deceased bus operator’s family and various members of the Metro family. 
FTA Determination of Buy America Compliance for New Light Rail Vehicles 
Metro received a written determination today from the Federal Transit Administration’s Chief Counsel concerning compliance to Buy America regulations for Metro’s P3010, New Light Rail Car Contract Awardee, Kinkisharyo International. The FTA determined that the proposed production plan submitted by Kinkisharyo International for Request for Proposal (RFP) P3010 fully complies with the Buy America regulations for final assembly in the United States. Kinkisharyo’s compliance to Buy America regulations had been the subject of protests from two RFP Proposers that were not recommended for contract award.

On April 30, 2012, the Board approved the Contract award of RFP P3010 to Kinkisharyo International to produce 78 New Light Rail Vehicles, subject to the resolution of all protests, and that there are no negative findings from the FTA regarding Kinkisharyo’s Buy America production plans. Today’s ruling from the FTA validates Metro’s assertion that appropriate due diligence regarding compliance with the Buy America final assembly requirements  was performed on Kinkisharyo’s proposal prior to award recommendation and Contract approval. 

The two firms that were not recommended for award, Siemens Industry and CAF USA have filed protests to the award recommendation, and Metro staff has formally denied both protests. I am in the final phase of my review of appeals to the protest denials submitted by the Protesters to the CEO, and should have a response in the next day or two. Inquiries concerning today’s action by the FTA may be directed to Victor Ramirez, Director, Contract Administration, at (213) 922-1059, ramirezv@metro.net.

Westside Subway Extension Project Update

The Beverly Hills Weekly and the Westwood Century City Patch have inquired about the status of the Metro public hearing conducted for the City of Beverly Hills on May 17, 2012.  Media Relations staff reported that the project team has reviewed the testimony provided at the hearing, and there are now two items on Thursday’s agenda for the Board’s consideration: a recommendation to adopt a decision with findings regarding the reasonableness of the Constellation Station and related subway tunnel beneath Beverly Hills High School; and a recommendation to approve the project definition for the remaining phases of the project.  Stories are expected to run today and tomorrow.
Expo Phase 2 Construction Notice 

In preparation for construction of Phase 2 of the Expo Light Rail Line, the contractor will be performing pre-construction activities in the Expo right-of-way. Demolition and removal of remaining asphalt, rail and debris activities involving heavy machinery are scheduled for May 29, 2012 through June 22, 2012 between Pico Boulevard and Centinela Avenue and on June 11, 2012 through June 29, 2012 between National Boulevard and Motor Avenue. Work hours are expected to occur on Monday through Friday from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm, with no work taking place during the weekend. To view the complete construction notice, please click here. 
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/120522_Expo_Phase_2_Construction_Notice.pdf
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