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[bookmark: Pro]Divisions 7 & 22 Celebrate International Organization for Standardization (ISO) Environmental Certification

This month, Metro Operating Divisions 7 and 22 were certified as ISO 14001:2004, an international standard of excellence in facility operations. 

Cris Liban, Deputy Executive Officer of the Environmental Compliance & Services Department, kicked off the celebration by recognizing the division staff for all of their hard work in making the certification possible. Ruben Madrid represented Division 22 in accepting the certification, while Barbara Maycott and Rich Famighetti represented Division 7. 

We are proud to congratulate both divisions on this major accomplishment which It showcases staff’s commitment to operating and maintaining Metro’s Environmental Management System (EMS), a collection of best practices that assist the agency in reducing its environmental impact and minimizing waste. EMS will be coming to more divisions very soon.

Results of Management Audit Services Peer Review

Management Audit recently completed a successful external quality assurance review (peer review) for the three-year period ending June 30, 2014. I am pleased to report that the Association of Local Government Auditors (ALGA) Peer Review Team concluded that Management Audit fully complies with Institute of Internal Auditors (Red Book) and with Comptroller General of the United States (Yellow book) standards and practices. This designation is quite an honor as only a handful of local government audit organizations across the country have successfully completed a dual standards peer review. The peer review team, comprised of highly qualified audit professionals from across the country, certified that they are free from personal, external and organizational impairments to independence. They evaluated our Management Audit’s quality control system, audit and consulting engagements process, staff qualifications, development and training, as well as the audit follow-up process. In addition, for the first time in the last decade, Management Audit has completed a peer review without management letter comments. This is solely due to the excellent work of our audit team and the passion and professionalism that they bring to their work.

Caltrans Interstate 5 Construction Notices

Between Magnolia Boulevard and Buena Vista Street
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) will conduct a series of freeway improvements between Magnolia Boulevard and Buena Vista street as part of the I-5/ Empire Project in Burbank. Empire Avenue will be re-striped on Tuesday night, November 25, 2014 and parking will be restricted for seven hours on Empire Avenue while the striping operation is underway. To view the complete construction notice, please click here. 
Between Pico Canyon Road/Lyons Avenue and SR-14
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) will implement closures beginning Sunday, November 23, 2014 and November 24, 2014 as part of a project to construct truck lanes between Pico Canyon Road/Lyons Avenue and the Antelope Valley Freeway (SR-14). In observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday, there will be no construction closures for this project from Wednesday, November 26, 2014 at 6:00 a.m. through Sunday, November 30, 2014 at 11:59 p.m. To view the complete Caltrans notice, please click here.
Between SR-118 and SR-170
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) will implement closures as part of a project to construct High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes and a direct HOV lane connector at the I-5/SR-170 interchange. Closures are scheduled to occur beginning Sunday, November 23, 2014 through Wednesday, November 26, 2014. In observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday, there will be no construction closures for this project from Wednesday, November 26, 2014 at 6:00 a.m. through Sunday, November 30, 2014 at 11:59 p.m. To view the complete Caltrans notice, please here.
Procurement Postings for Next Week
El Monte Bike Hub (IFB)
Metro will release an Invitation for Bids next week to provide all the labor, material and equipment for tenant improvements to provide for a secured-access, group bicycle parking facility, also known as Metro Bike Hub (IFB HUB11335). The solicitation will be issued as a race neutral “Small Business Enterprise Set-Aside” procurement. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from November 24, 2013 through January 7, 2015.

LACMTA determined that providing secure-accessed bicycle parking for transit riders is a key “first-and-last-mile” strategy to accommodate and promote bikes-to-transit. The Metro Bike Hub facility at the El Monte Station will include bicycle racks to accommodate 50 or more parked bicycles, an access controlled door, security features (cameras, monitors, alarm system), a bathroom and telecommunication and networking systems.  The El Monte Bike Hub will be constructed in an existing store –front room with an approximate space of 1,222 sq. ft. The project duration is 130 days.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Valerie Dean, Senior Contract Administrator at (323) 903-4123.

Industrial Hygeine and Environmental Laboratory Services (IFB)
Metro will release an Invitation for Bids this week to procure industrial hygiene & environmental laboratory services.   The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from November 20, 2014 through December 11, 2014.

The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) Safety department is seeking a qualified laboratory contractor to provide as-needed industrial hygiene and environmental analytical services. Contractor shall conduct industrial hygiene and/or environmental laboratory analysis of water, soil, bulk, and air to determine employees’ and public exposure to hazardous chemicals and biological contaminants in the work place and the environment.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by 9. Tamara Reid, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7215.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, Chief Ronene Anda and I will be holding a press event on bus operator assaults. 
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