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Federal

U.S. House of Representatives Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 

Set To Mark-Up Reauthorization Bill Tomorrow
Chairman Don Young (R-AK) of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee has scheduled a mark-up for tomorrow on legislation to reauthorize America's surface transportation programs for a period of six years.

According to knowledgeable sources on Capitol Hill, Chairman Young will bring before his committee H.R. 3550, the Transportation Equity Act - A Legacy for Users (TEA-LU).  This bill, introduced last November, would have provided over $375 billion in programmatic and project funding for highway, transit, and highway safety programs.  The Chairman is expected to offer a substitute amendment to H.R. 3550 that will reduce the bill's financial size to $275 billion.  Individual transportation projects are expected to be included in the bill to be passed by the committee tomorrow.  The MTA Government Relations Department will share details of the final bill as soon as they are available.

Chairman Young may also bring before his committee tomorrow H.R. 3994, which is nearly identical to his original reauthorization bill, H.R. 3550.  The purpose of this action would be to signal his determination to secure passage of a reauthorization bill that includes an amount as close to the $375 billion he originally envisioned for TEA-LU.  It is not clear whether the Chairman will bring H.R. 3994 to a vote in his committee. 

State

State Republican Legislators support retention of Proposition 42

A Majority of the Republican Assembly Members and Senators signed a letter last week asking the Governor to preserve as much Proposition 42 funding as possible.  The legislators cited that transportation funding would help address congestion issues and also create jobs in California.  In addition, since Proposition 42 was passed with 69 percent approval, they asked the Governor to keep the faith with the voters by protecting Proposition 42 funds.

Committee Changes

Speaker Fabian Nunez has removed Assembly Members Patty Berg (Eureka), Judy Chu (Monterey Park), Tim Leslie (Tahoe City), George Nakano (Torrance) and Todd Spitzer (Orange) from the Transportation Committee and eliminated the Democratic vacancy, dropping the Committee membership from 20 to 14 members.  The Speaker also replaced John Dutra (Fremont) and John Benoit (Riverside) on Budget Sub-committee 5 which oversees Information Technology and Transportation related issues, with Loni Hancock (Berkeley) and Bill Maze (Visalia).

Transportation Committee Hearings

Yesterday we learned that Assembly Member Jenny Oropeza, Chairperson of Transportation Committee, will hold a special hearing on March 23rd, 10 AM at the MTA Gateway Building.  The hearing will discuss issues related to soaring gasoline prices.  In addition, the Senate Transportation Committee, Senate Budget Subcommittee 4 and the Los Angeles City Council Transportation Committee will also hold a special hearing at 2PM.  The subject of the hearing will be the impacts of state transportation funding reductions and budget proposals on the Los Angeles Region.

If you have any questions concerning the Federal Brief please contact Government Relations Manager for Federal Affairs Raffi Hamparian at (213) 922-3769 or David Kim, Director of Federal Advocacy in Washington, DC at (213) 247-6736.

If you have questions or concerning the State Brief please contact Michael Turner, Government Relations Manger, at (213) 922-2122 or Kimberly Yu, Government Relations Officer, at (213) 922-4145.
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