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	America Fast Forward Gains Strong Support From Chambers of Commerce Across The Nation

In a welcome development, over thirty Chambers of Commerce from across the United States have co-authored a letter to Congressional leaders urging them to embed America Fast Forward into the surface transportation bills they are preparing to bring to the House and Senate floors later this year.  The correspondence, addressed to leaders of the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works, House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and House and Senate finance committees, urges the Congressional leaders to encourage job creation by adopting America Fast Forward’s legislative provisions. The letter reads, in part, “The result [of adopting America Fast Forward] is new jobs, traffic relief, economic development and an improved environment for everyone.  …With so many in the construction industry out of work and the cost of projects at a historic low, now is the time to pass a robust transportation reauthorization bill and innovative solutions like America Fast Forward.” Please find attached a copy of the correspondence sent by 32 Chambers of Commerce in support of America Fast Forward.
Democrats Emphasize Job Creation After Debt Crisis is Averted

With the debt ceiling debate concluded for the next few months, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) and President Obama both turned to job creation by reiterating that investing in our nation’s infrastructure is vital to the country. Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and Senator Max Baucus (D-MT) have been working together to find $12 billion needed to fully fund Senator Boxer's Transportation Reauthorization Bill (MAP-21).  MAP-21 provides $109 billion to the U.S. Department of Transportation over a two-year period and includes our America Fast Forward proposal of dramatically increasing funds for the TIFIA program.  The additional $12 billion is needed to support MAP-21 because current receipts in the Highway Trust Fund come in at $97 billion over the two years.  President Obama has renewed his call for the creation of a national infrastructure bank, which has seen several differing bills introduced in both the House and Senate that would enable financing  tools that would advance America Fast Forward.  Metro's federal advocates are working with Senator Boxer and the Obama Administration to move forward on America Fast Forward and our entire board-approved legislative program.

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/110802_Congressional_Trans_Reauth.pdf
U.S. Transportation Secretary Urges Congress to Return to Washington to End FAA Impasse – Congresswoman Maxine Waters Issues Statement on FAA Furloughs

This morning, Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood spoke at the White House to urge Members of Congress to return to Washington, DC to resolve the impasse that has led to the furlough of over 4,000 FAA employees. The FAA impasse, now in its 12th day, has also led to airport construction projects being halted, idling approximately 70,000 construction workers nationwide.  Also this morning, Congresswoman Maxine Waters (D-35) issued a statement urging a swift end to the FAA shutdown.  Her statement, reads in part, “As the elected representative of one the world’s busiest airports, I am deeply concerned by the continuing partial shutdown of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).  I urge you to take all necessary and appropriate action to end this shutdown, including – if necessary – immediately reconvening the House of Representatives and the Senate to pass legislation that will allow all furloughed FAA employees to return to work.”

As shared in the Daily Brief yesterday, the FAA is a Cooperating Agency with respect to the Crenshaw/LAX project’s Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). We are preparing a combined EIS/EIR (Environmental Impact Report) to satisfy both federal and state requirements. We have been working with the FAA over the past month to refine the document to address their concerns and secure their concurrence on the EIS. The FAA was to have initiated their final review last week, with a final acceptance anticipated by this week. All three of the FAA officials scheduled to review the draft update of the EIS have been on furlough since Monday, July 25, 2011. We are working with FTA staff and officials at the Office of the Secretary of Transportation to see what can be done to minimize the impact of the FAA furloughs on the completion of the environmental process, including potential strategies to continue the FAA review of the Crenshaw/LAX project’s EIS during the furlough period.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/110803_Rep%20Waters_FAAPressRelease.pdf
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