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	Republicans Select Six Members of Congress to Serve on Deficit “Super Committee”
Today, U.S. Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and House Speaker John Boehner (R-OH) announced their appointment of six Republicans (three Senators and three House members) to serve on the Joint Select Committee charged with finding in excess of $1 trillion in spending cuts before the end of calendar year 2011. The Senate Minority Leader announced that Senators John Kyl (R-AZ), Pat Toomey (R-PA) and Rob Portman (R-OH) will serve on the panel. Speaker Boehner appointed Representative Jeb Hensarling (R-TX) to serve as co-chair of the committee, along with his colleagues Representatives Dave Camp (R-MI) and Fred Upton (R-MI). The appointment of Rep. Hensarling is notable because of his strong conservative credentials and his adamant opposition to tax increases.  The Joint Select Committee may play a key role in deciding the future of the Federal Government’s commitment to transportation program and projects. Given the ability of transportation projects to deliver job growth, many transit and highway advocates hope and will be working to ensure that the committee recommends ways to ensure the long-term solvency of the federal Highway Trust Fund. Our agency will be working closely with members and staff for the Joint Select Committee and a broad array of advocacy organizations to advance our interest in maintaining a robust federal transportation program. House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) is expected to name three individuals to the super committee very shortly. 
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