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	U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations Adopts FY12 Spending Bill
Earlier today, the full U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations considered and adopted the Fiscal Year 2012 spending bill for transportation programs. The Senate bill was modified today when an amendment was offered, and approved by voice vote, to add $100 million for High Speed Rail. The House version of this bill does not provide any funding for High Speed Rail. The bill adopted today by the full committee does provide $1.9 billion for the federal New Starts program, which is $400 million above the amount appropriated by the House. Because of a general prohibition against earmarks, no specific rail projects were cited in the bill adopted today. In contrast with the House transportation spending bill, the Senate measure includes $550 million for TIGER discretionary grants.  California Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) serves as a member of the Subcommittee on Transportation and Housing and the subcommittee is chaired by Senator Patty Murray (D-WA). 
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