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	Senate EPW Unanimously Passes 2-year Transportation Re-authorization Bill

Today, the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, led by Chair, Senator Boxer, unanimously passed a two-year Transportation Reauthorization titled Moving Ahead for Progress (MAP-21). The bill radically alters federal funding for transportation throughout the United States. The bill's summary, text and the archived webcast can be found here: 
http://epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Hearings.Hearing&Hearing_id=710634eb-802a-23ad-4507-43c2bcd6c3f9.  
There were five non-controversial amendments added to the bill, which we will report on as they become available. The bill will now head to the Senate Floor, if and when the Senate Finance Committee allocates the extra $12-$13 Billion that is needed to pay for the bill.

Metro has been working very closely with Senator Boxer, Chair of Senate EPW, and the general structure of the bill is favorable towards many of Metro's programs and projects.   Staff is currently reviewing the full 600 page bill to specifically identify the impacts to Metro.
Metro Receives $2 Million Grant to Improve Veterans' Access to the 511 System 

Today, the Federal Transit Administration awarded Metro $2 Million through the Veterans Transportation and Community Living Initiative, the maximum award for the program. 

Metro will implement technology upgrades to the existing Southern California 511 system to improve the information accessibility of the area’s transportation services, especially paratransit, with a focus on automating access to transportation for veterans. The project will provide automated mobility management functionality with one‐call/one‐click access via mobile phone and through internet. This will allow veterans to schedule their own transportation. 
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