	Tuesday, May 08, 2012
120508-1
In this Issue:

· Conferees Hold First Meeting On Long Stalled Transportation Bill



	Conferees Hold First Meeting On Long Stalled Transportation Bill

Earlier today, conferees from the House and Senate convened to begin negotiations to adopt a new surface transportation bill. U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA), who serves as Chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, was named chairman of the conference committee, while House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman John Mica (R-FL) was named vice-chair. Senator Boxer is urging the conferees to achieve a conference agreement by early June, prior to the next expiration of highway and transit programs (June 30, 2012). The balance of the meeting, led by Chair Boxer and Vice-Chair Mica, was spent with conferees offering their opening remarks. Today, House and Senate Democrats largely argued that conferees should adopt S.1813 (MAP-21) as the baseline document for the conference agreement. House and Senate Republicans highlighted the policy features of H.R. 7, the surface transportation bill adopted by the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, though the bill was never adopted by the full House because of differences within the House Republican Caucus. As the ranking member of the Energy and Commerce Committee, Congressman Henry Waxman is the only member of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation serving as a conferee for the surface transportation bill. The first meeting of conferees is expected to conclude at approximately 3:00 p.m. (PST).
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