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        MTA LEGISLATIVE BRIEF

August 27, 2003

TO:

MTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FROM:
ROGER SNOBLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

STATE

AB 98 (Koretz) Meal and Rest Periods

AB 98 moved out of the Senate Appropriation Committee pursuant to Senate Rule 28.8.  This rule allows for a bill to be moved out of the Appropriations Committee without a committee hearing.   The bill can be heard on the Senate Floor anytime.  AB 98 would authorize the Industrial Welfare Commission to remove an exemption for public agencies from specified meal and rest period requirements.  The IWC will soon hold hearings on the proposed regulations.  The MTA has adopted an “oppose” position on this bill.  

AB 692  (Dutra)

AB 692 would grant limited authority to transit agency to use design build contracting.  The bill was recently amended to authorize the MTA to use design build contracting for the completion of the I-710 gap closure.  It is staff’s understanding that this language was sought by the coalition advocating the completion of the gap project.  AB 692 is currently on the Senate Appropriations Committee.  

AB 839 (Salinas) Retention of Video Surveillance Recordings

AB 839 will soon be taken up on the Senate floor.  The bill will provide a limited exemption to public transit operators from the requirement to store video surveillance recordings for one year.  Government Relations staff has been working with California Transit Association to draft amendments which will allow for a limited retention period consistent with MTA’s current practices.  This measure was part of the MTA’s Legislative Program. 

SB 314 (Murray) ½ Cent Sales Tax for Los Angeles County

SB 314 is on the Assembly Appropriation Committee suspense file and is expected to be heard on August 29th.  SB 314 would authorize the MTA to place on the ballot a ½ cent sales tax increase for Los Angeles County Transportation projects.  The Executive Management and Audit and, Planning and Programming Committees have recommended a “work with author” position on this bill.

SB 504 (Kuehl) Exposition Light Rail Line Construction Authority.
SB 504 is on the Assembly Appropriation suspense file and is expected to be heard on Friday, August 29th.  SB 504 will establish the Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority for awarding and overseeing final design and construction contracts for completion of the Los Angeles-Exposition Metro Line light rail project.  The MTA has adopted a “neutral” position on this bill. 

SB 795 (Karnette) Service Authority for Freeway Emergency (Call Box)

SB 795 will clarify existing law to allow Surplus Call Fox Funds to be used for the Freeway Service Patrol program.  This bill will soon be heard on the Assembly floor.  This measure was part of the MTA Legislative Program. 
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