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CONGRESS EXPECTED TO PASS LEGISLATION EXTENDING TEA21 REAUTHORIZATION BILL FOR A SEVENTH TIME

Because the current TEA21 legislation extension expires on May 31, 2005, the U.S. Congress is expected to pass, this week, a seventh extension of the bill which authorizes America’s surface transportation programs.  

House Speaker Dennis Hastert (R-IL) and Senate President (R-TN) are expected to name conferees to craft a conference report based on the House and Senate versions of the transportation reauthorization bills passed in each body.  The naming of conferees has been delayed because of continuing disputes between Congress and The White House over the financial size of the bill.  The White House has issued a statement vowing to veto any bill that exceeds $283.9 billion in spending through FY2009.

U.S. SENATOR BARBARA BOXER RAISES GRADE SEPARATION ISSUES ON SENATE FLOOR

Referencing the tragic January 26, 2005, Metrolink crash in Glendale, U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA) recently raised the issue of railroad grade crossings during Senate debate of legislation to reauthorize the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA21).  In a colloquy held with Senator Christopher Bond (R-MO), Senator Boxer expressed her appreciation that the bill being considered by the Senate would include a provision (Freight Intermodal Connections on the National Highway System) that allows States to use a portion of their highway funds for grade separations.  According to Senator Boxer, this provision would provide $73 million annually to the State of California.

Metro’s Board of Directors passed a motion on January 27, 2005 directing that our Legislative Program be reprioritized to seek increased funding for transit safety measures 

Continued …

including, but not limited to, at grade crossing barriers and grade separations.  Metro’s Government Relations Department will continue to work with the offices of all federal officeholders representing Los Angeles County to ensure that the importance of the grade separations issue is addressed in transportation legislation pending in the 109th Congress.
U.S. SENATOR DIANNE FEINSTEIN ADDRESSES POTENTIAL LOSS OF CLEAN AIR FUNDS FOR LOS ANGELES COUNTY ON SENATE FLOOR

U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein, in remarks she recently made on the Senate floor, addressed the potential loss for Los Angeles County of over $100 million in Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) Program funds.   

As currently written, the Senate version of the transportation reauthorization bill includes changes in the disbursement of CMAQ funds that would adversely impact Los Angeles County.  The reauthorization bill passed by the U.S. House of Representatives made no changes to the CMAQ program and would preserve the funding that we receive from this program.

The following is an excerpt from Senator Feinstein’s remarks on the Senate floor concerning CMAQ:

“I am also concerned with the Senate bill's changes to the Congestion Management and Air Quality Improvement Program, or CMAQ. The CMAQ formula currently apportions funds to states based on the severity of ozone and carbon monoxide pollution. The Senate bill proposes to change the formula so that CMAQ awards to areas with ozone pollution, regardless of the severity of that pollution. 

   The Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority--LAMTA--estimates that this ``one-size fits all'' approach could cost California as much as $160 million in CMAQ grants over 4 years. 

   This change is a huge problem for California. California has six non-attainment areas for air quality, and 70 percent of the State in the reformulated gasoline program because our air is so dirty.   In addition, according to a study by the American Lung Association in 2004, nine of the twenty smoggiest cities in the United States are located in my home State, California. 

   California needs the CMAQ funds to pay for highway enhancements to ease the flow of traffic and reduce the amount of time trucks and cars are idling and spewing pollution into the air.  California also relies heavily on public transportation, and the bill needs to adequately fund mass transit programs.”

Metro’s Government Relations Department will continue to work with the offices of all federal officeholders representing Los Angeles County and other national Congressional leaders to ensure that the importance of the CMAQ funds to Los Angeles County is appropriately addressed by conferees who will be appointed to craft a conference report on legislation reauthorizing TEA21.
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STATE

STATE BUDGET

Recently, both Senate and Assembly Budget Subcommittees approved the Governor’s recommendation to fully fund Proposition 42.  These recommendations will now be forwarded to the full budget committees.  

SB 851 (MURRAY) METRO PROCUREMENT PROCESSES

SB 851 (Murray) that addresses Metro’s procurement processes is expected to be considered on the Senate floor tomorrow. 

If you have any questions concerning the Federal Brief, please contact Government Relations Manager for Federal Affairs Raffi Hamparian at (213) 922-3769 or David Kim, Director of Federal Advocacy in Washington, DC at (202) 349-1483.

If you have questions concerning the State Brief, please contact Government Relations Manager for State Affairs Michael Turner at (213) 922-2122.
