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FEDERAL 

U.S. Senate Continues Consideration of TEA-21 Reauthorization

Yesterday, the U.S. Senate continued its consideration of legislation to reauthorize TEA-21.

Senator Christopher Bond (R-MO) offered an amendment to remove language requiring that 2% percent -- or $867 million over five years -- of transportation construction funding be set aside to mitigate against stormwater runoff.   The amendment was tabled by a slim margin of 51 to 49.  Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer both voted to table the Bond amendment.

Opposition to the Bond amendment was led by two members of his own party, Senators John Warner of Virginia and Lincoln Chafee of Rhode Island.  The Senators argued in a “Dear Colleague” letter that the stormwater provision in the reauthorization bill is “vital as states and municipalities struggle to come into compliance with the water quality and stormwater requirements of the Clean Water Act.”  The Clean Water Act requires states to act to protect streams and groundwater from pollutants from road runoff.

The U.S. Senate will continue consideration of its TEA-21 reauthorization bill when it reconvenes from a one-week recess on May 9, 2005.

State

SB 1024 (Perata & Torlakson) Safe Facilities, Improved Mobility and

Clean Air Bond Act of 2005

SB 1024, Senators Perata and Torlakson's measure which would authorize $7.688 billion in bonds for a variety of projects including funds for the Bay Bridge, will be heard in the Senate Transportation and Housing committee on Tuesday May 3, 2005.  

If you have any questions concerning the Federal Brief, please contact Government Relations Manager for Federal Affairs Raffi Hamparian at (213) 922-3769 or David Kim, Director of Federal Advocacy in Washington, DC at (202) 349-1483.

If you have questions concerning the State Brief, please contact Government Relations Manager for State Affairs Michael Turner at (213) 922-2122 or Kimberly Yu, Government Relations Officer at (213) 922-4145.
