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Federal
EASTSIDE FUNDING SECURED IN CONGRESSIONAL SPENDING PACKAGE 

On Saturday, November 20, the House and Senate took final action on a much-awaited, $388 billion omnibus appropriations bill for FY 2005.   The measure, which includes funding for a number of Metro’s key priorities, is expected to be signed into law shortly

by President Bush.

· $60,000,000 for the Eastside light rail project

· $675,103 for the final federal installment on the Red Line North Hollywood Extension

· $2,000,000 for MTA bus acquisitions

The spending package (H.R. 4818) cleared the House on a 344-51 vote and the Senate on a 65-30 vote.  It should be noted that the bill also includes language that imposes an across-the-board cut of 0.80% for all non-defense programs and projects.   This provision was added by House and Senate leaders in order to make room for last-minute spending increases for NASA, education and veterans’ health care programs.   As such, every earmark in the bill, including the above-referenced projects, will be reduced by 0.80%.  

The successful outcome on Eastside – beginning with the acquisition of the Full Funding Grant Agreement in June, followed by congressional approval of $60 million in federal funding -- could not have been achieved without the hard work of many people, including the following:

· The entire Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation, with special thanks to Representatives Lucille Roybal-Allard, David Dreier, Jerry Lewis, Xavier Becerra, Hilda Solis, Juanita Millender-McDonald, Grace Napolitano, Adam Schiff, and Diane Watson, along with Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer

· MTA Board of Directors

· Congressman Ernest Istook (R-OK), Chairman of the House Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee, and Senator Richard Shelby (R-AL), Chairman of the Senate Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee

· Congressman Don Young (R-AK), Chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, and Congressman James Oberstar (D-MN), Ranking Member of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee

· The Bush Administration, including Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta and FTA Administrator Jenna Dorn

· Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, along with Sunne Wright McPeak, Secretary of the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency

· MTA staff

 Congratulations to all on this remarkable achievement!

If you have any questions concerning the Federal Brief please contact Government Relations Manager for Federal Affairs Raffi Hamparian at (213) 922-3769 or David Kim, Director of Federal Advocacy in Washington, DC at (202) 349-1483.
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