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Federal -Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives approved H.R. 5025, the Transportation, Treasury, and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act, 2005

Today, the U.S. House of Representatives passed H.R. 5025, the Transportation, Treasury, and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2005 by a vote of 397-12.  Because of serious disagreements between House authorizers and appropriators, funding for highways, transit, and Amtrak were not included in the bill passed today.   The Chairman of the Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee, Ernest Istook of Oklahoma, emphasized on the floor of the House today that funding for these programs (highway, transit and Amtrak) will be included when the spending measure is dealt with in conference or in a larger omnibus bill.

The future of the Transportation-Treasury appropriations bill remains unclear.  Should the Senate pass its transportation funding bill shortly, a conference committee could meet and pass this bill as a stand-alone measure.  A second possibility is that Transportation appropriations bill for Fiscal Year 2005 may be combined with other appropriations bills into a single omnibus bill. 

U.S. Senate

Last week, the full Senate Appropriations Committee approved the Fiscal Year 2005 Transportation funding bill (S. 2806).  The measure provides $7.7 billion for the federal transit program, including $4 billion for the formula program and $3.4 billion for the major capital investment program. Within the major capital investment program it provides $1.4 billion for the New Starts program, $1.2 billion for fixed-guideway modernization and $725 million for bus and bus facilities. The measure would provide $125 million for the Job Access and Reverse Commute (JARC) program. As previously noted, earmarks for new starts, bus and bus facilities, and JARC will be added when the Senate and House bills go to conference.

Homeland Security

On Tuesday, Sept. 28th the House Highways and Transit Subcommittee has scheduled a markup of H.R. 5082, the Public Transportation Terrorism Prevention and Response Act of 2004.  The bill, if passed, will authorize $3.5 billion over the next three years for public transportation security grants.  The grants will be based on assessments of risk and vulnerability consistent with the recommendations of the 9/11 Commission.
The MTA’s Government Relations Department will continue to inform you of the latest Congressional developments in both the House and Senate concerning the transportation appropriation bills for Fiscal Year 2005 and homeland security measures.
State

SB 1773 (Soto) MTA Benefit Assessment District
Governor Schwarzenegger has signed SB 1773 into law.  SB 1773 was sponsored by the MTA and clarifies the appeals process for the MTA’s benefit assessment districts.
Bay Area Bridges
Governor Schwarzenegger recently announced his proposal to fund the cost overruns associated with the Bay Area Bridges.  Under the Governor’s proposal, Bay Area voters would be asked to re-allocate existing tolls to pay for the overruns or implement a toll increase.  Currently the tolls on the bridges are three dollars. The toll was increased one dollar last year to pay for Bay Area transportation projects, not for bridge replacement work.  It is this third dollar that the Governor is proposing to reallocate.  

An additional element of the Governor’s proposal is to conduct an audit of the entire process.  Metro representatives are working with a coalition of all the counties in Southern California to support the Governor’s proposal, which would prevent the use of statewide funds to pay for the overruns.  The CEO’s of all the major agencies will be meeting with the Secretary of Business, Transportation and Housing, Sunne Wright-McPeak to express support for the Governor’s proposal and reiterate the need for no additional statewide funds to be used for this program.
If you have any questions concerning the Federal Brief please contact Government Relations Administrator for Federal Affairs, Marisa Yeager at (213) 922-2262 or David Kim, Director of Federal Advocacy in Washington, DC at (202) 349-1483.

If you have questions concerning the State Brief please contact Government Relations Manager for State Affairs Michael Turner at (213) 922-2122.
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