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MTA LEGISLATIVE BRIEF

January 10, 2003

TO:

ROGER SNOBLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER



MTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FROM:
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS DEPARTMENT

STATE

The Governor released his proposed 2003-2004 budget today.  In that proposal, the Governor included the same proposals to suspend the TCRP for the current and budget years essentially similar to those proposed in the Mid-Year Spending Reduction Proposal released in December.  The budget proposal does not address future suspensions of TCRP funding beyond FY04 as the Governor suggested when he released the Mid-Year Spending Reduction Proposals.

Specifically, the Governor proposes to forgive repayment of the loans from the TCRP from last year’s budget and to suspend the allocation of TCRP funding for FY04.  Additionally, the Governor reiterated his desire that the CTC work with local agencies to “ensure the continuation of high priority TCRP projects” and that the CTC work with local transportation agencies to “re-evaluate transportation funding priorities relative to redirecting State Highway Account, Public Transportation Account and local funds toward TCRP projects through the STIP process and CTC allocation authority.”  

Substantial questions remain in regards to exactly how these priorities will be established by the state.  The CTC is holding a workshop next Friday, January 17 where this topic will be discussed. 

The Governor further recommended a workforce reduction in Caltrans and removal of the Freeway Service Patrol Competitive Grant Program that added $5 million in last year’s budget to FSP funding statewide.

Meal and Rest Periods

The Industrial Welfare Commission today voted to nominate members to the Wage Board which will be negotiating this issue.  Brenda Diederichs, the MTA’s Chief Labor Relations Officer, was included as a member of the Wage Board.  The Board could meet to begin discussions in February.

Additionally, Assembly Member Koretz has introduced AB 98, which would mandate that the IWC amend its wage order to impose mandatory meal, and rest periods for publicly employed commercial drivers.
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