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October 15, 2001

TO:


ROGER SNOBLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER




MTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FROM:

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS DEPARTMENT

STATE

Yesterday was the deadline for the Governor to sign or veto legislation from this year’s session.  Over the last few weeks, the deteriorating condition of the state’s economy significantly impacted the actions taken by the Governor with respect to legislative matters.   Many matters with funding were vetoed and some Legislation with new programs was signed.  In many cases the Governor directed departments to implement programs within existing resources.

The Governor took the following actions on legislation being monitored by the MTA.  

Signings -The following legislation was signed by the Governor

AB 1171 (Dutra) – This bill implements the funding program for the completion of the seismic retrofit of the Bay Area Bridges.  In signing the bill, the Governor indicated that he felt the bill represented a balance between statewide and regional needs.

AB 1220 (Pavley)  - AB 1220 implements a Caltrans program to develop shared-use agreements for park-and-ride lots along the 101 corridor in the San Fernando Valley.  The Board of Directors adopted a support position on this measure. 

SB 759 (Murray) – SB 759 is a “clean-up” measure to ACA 4.  It makes technical changes to the bill and specifies ballot language.  The Board of Directors adopted a support position on ACA 4.

SB 919 (Polanco) – SB 919 is Senator Polanco’s bill regarding outdoor advertising displays on MTA properties.  Following successful negotiations between MTA and Senator Polanco, language objectionable to MTA was removed from the bill.  The Board of Directors ultimately adopted a neutral position on the bill. 

In signing the bill, the Governor indicates his intention that the bill only be applied prospectively.  He also notes that the author has submitted a letter stating that this is also his intent.

Vetoes - The following legislation was vetoed by the Governor 

AB 631 (Oropeza) – AB 631 would have required Caltrans to prepare a funding needs/deficiencies study every five years.  In vetoing the measure the Governor indicated the state had just conducted such a study through SR 8 (Burton 1999) and directed the Secretary of Business, Transportation and Housing to provide recommendations on how to develop a report, similar to that outlined by AB 631, that would be useful to policy makers.

AB 1079 (Oropeza) – AB 1079 would have required the installation of 2-way communication devices on specified transit vehicles.  The Governor indicated the condition of the state budget as a concern in his veto message and directed the Business Transportation and Housing Agency to work with the California Transportation Commission to assist local agencies in accomplishing this goal.  The Board of Directors adopted a support position on this measure.

AB 1419 (Aroner) – AB 1419 would have required Caltrans to transfer property for the development of the Transbay Terminal.  Former MTA CEO, Julian Burke, transmitted a letter to the Governor expressing concerns with this proposal.

In his veto message, the Governor expressed concern that the bill would interfere with the seismic retrofit of the San Francisco/Oakland Bay Bridge.  He also noted that existing administrative Caltrans processes allow for the transfer of property.  MTA had previously expressed concern to the Governor about the circumvention of these processes and lack of protection for the state.  The Governor has directed Caltrans to transfer the property administratively with the necessary protections for the state.  Government Relations staff will monitor this process.

SB 71 (Burton)/AB 1176 (Calderon) – SB 71 would have implemented an increase in workers compensation benefit payments.  AB 1176 was amended in the final days of the legislative session in an attempt to respond to the Governor’s indications that he had concerns with SB 71.  The Board of Directors adopted an oppose position on SB 71.

In his veto message, the Governor indicated his support for a comprehensive workers compensation bill which would have four goals:

1. Providing a significant benefit increase for injured workers;

2. Promoting early and sustained return to work within the person’s medical work restrictions;

3. Implementing effective medical cost containment measures while assuring the quality of care provided; and,

4. Targeting benefit dollars to achieve the best outcomes for injured workers. 
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