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Congress Continues Consideration of Transportation Reauthorization Bill

Today, the U.S. House of Representatives continued debate on H.R. 3550 (TEA-LU), a $275 billion bill that authorizes funds for Federal highway, transit and safety programs.

Of the 59 amendments for TEA-LU that were submitted to the House Rules Committee, only 23 were approved for consideration on the House Floor.  The House did not address all 23 amendments today.  Of the amendments that were considered by the House today, 8 passed, 7 failed, and 2 were withdrawn.

The amendments that were passed include the following:

· (Bauchus-Alabama) Exemption of motion picture and television production truck drivers from the new “hours of service” regulations that went into effect at the beginning of the year;

· (LaTourette-Ohio) Requires the use of U.S. steel or iron for transportation construction projects;

· (LoBiondo-New Jersey) Makes State Driving While Intoxicated (DWI) vehicle impoundment programs eligible for existing alcohol-impaired countermeasures grants;

· (Wu-Oregon) This amendment exempts projects, for which the Secretary of Transportation has received an application for final design, from the “small starts” provisions of the bill; and allows recommended “new starts” projects, which have applied for final design to move forward on their original timeline and avoid unnecessary delay.

· (Baird-Washington) Express the sense of Congress clarifying that the Buy America Act applies to overall projects, not their component parts;

· (Schiff-California) Strikes a requirement in the bill that States must charge tolls if they want to allow drivers of gasoline-electric hybrid vehicle to use high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes even if the car does not meet occupancy requirements;

· (E.B. Johnson-Texas) Requires the Transportation Department to make its report on how federal surface transportation funds are allocated available to the public via the internet in a user-friendly format; and

· (Young, Chairman House T&I) Manager’s Amendment which makes various technical and conforming changes to the bill.

The U.S. House of Representatives will continue floor debate on H.R. 3550 tomorrow.  MTA Government Relations staff will continue to keep you informed on the status of H.R. 3550.

If you have any questions concerning this Federal Brief please contact Director of Federal Advocacy in Washington, DC David Kim at (202) 997-4633 or Government Relations Administrator for Federal Affairs Marisa Yeager at (213) 922-2262.
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