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November 12, 2003
TO:

MTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
FROM:
ROGER SNOBLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
FEDERAL

House and Senate conferees for the Transportation, Treasury and Independent Agencies Appropriations bill for Fiscal Year 2004 will be meeting tonight at 9:15 p.m. (EST) at the U.S. Capitol.  The MTA learned earlier today that the Chairman of the U.S. Senate’s Transportation Appropriations Committee, Richard Shelby, may seek to remove all funding in the bill for the Eastside Light Rail Project.  The House bill had provided $10 million and the Senate bill $5 million for the light rail project.  

The MTA Government Relations Department worked throughout the day with MTA Board Members and Members of Congress to aggressively counter the apparent attempt to strip funding for the Eastside Light Rail Line.

Should you have any questions, please contact Raffi Hamparian, Government Relations Manager for Federal Affairs at (213) 922-3769 or Marisa Valdez Yeager, Government Relations Administrator for Federal Affairs at (213) 922-2262.
STATE

Governor-Elect Arnold Schwarzenegger today announced the appointment of Sunne Wright McPeak as his Business, Transportation and Housing secretary.

McPeak has spent the last six years as president and CEO of the Bay Area Council. During her tenure, McPeak established and led major regional initiatives that involved transportation, housing, sustainable economic development, water policy, communications infrastructure, education and workforce preparation.

Prior to her time at the Council, McPeak served three years as President and CEO of the Bay Area Economic Forum, a partnership formed by the Bay Area Council and the Association of Bay Area Governments to facilitate public-private collaboration for promoting the regional economy.

McPeak also served on the Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors for more than 15 years, serving as chairman for several terms. First elected to the Board in 1978, McPeak became known as a leader on State water policy and was one of the earliest advocates for promoting regional solutions to Bay Area policy challenges. She has also owned a management consulting firm and served as executive director of the Pittsburg Community Health Center.

McPeak, 55, earned her Master of Public Health degree from UC Berkeley and her bachelor's degree from UC Santa Barbara. The position requires senate confirmation. McPeak is a Democrat.

Should you have any questions, please contact Gary Clark, Deputy Executive officer for Government & Board Relations at (213) 922-2226.
LOCAL

Wilshire BRT Demonstration Project
Today, the Transportation Committee of the Los Angeles City Council unanimously approved a motion by Councilmembers Cindy Miscikowski and Antonio Villaraigosa authorizing the City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) to work with the MTA to implement the Wilshire Bus Rapid Transit Demonstration Project.  

The demonstration project, located on Wilshire between Federal Avenue and Centinela Avenue in West Los Angeles, will test whether curbside exclusive bus lanes operating in the AM and PM peak periods will significantly improve bus travel speeds and service on Wilshire Blvd.  The project will last for six months beginning in February 2004 and ending in July 2004.  

Approval of the motion directs the City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) to;

· Work with the MTA to implement a demonstration project for curbside, peak period bus lanes on Wilshire Boulevard between Federal Avenue and Centinela Avenue and participate in project monitoring and evaluation;

· Enter into agreements necessary for the City to be reimbursed by the MTA for project costs;

· Report back at the conclusion of the demonstration period with an evaluation of the project’s performance and recommendations for next steps.

In a related action, the Transportation Committee approved a motion by Councilmembers Antonio Villaraigosa and Martin Ludlolw relative to the City of L.A.'s Transit Priority System (TPS), a key component to the highly successful Metro Rapid Bus Program.

Today's action authorizes $2.5 million in front funding be appropriated from the City's Prop C Local Transit Assistance Fund and further authorizes LADOT to work with the MTA to implement the 2003-2004 expansion of Department of Transportation Transit Priority System work program.  The MTA and LADOT have prepared an accelerated five-year Metro Rapid Bus Expansion Plan that calls for the implementation of 24 Metro Rapid Bus corridors over the next five years.  Both of today's actions are scheduled for consideration before the full L.A. City Council on Tuesday, November 18, 2003.  

MTA Strike Motion
Finally, this Friday, November 14, 2003, L.A. City Council is expected to consider a motion by Councilmembers Martin Ludlow and Antonio Villaraigosa relative to recommending that the MTA Board of Directors agree to binding arbitration to end the current MTA work stoppage.

Should you have any questions regarding the aforementioned issues, please contact Wilbur Babb, Jr., Government Relations Manager for Local Affairs at (213) 922-2267. 
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