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LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORTATION OFFICIALS FAULT H.R. 6002, SO-CALLED “FREE WAY ACT,”   AS PROVEN COURSE FOR FAILURE  

     The head of the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro)  today sharply criticized legislation introduced yesterday in the U.S. House of Representatives (H.R. 6002, the Free Way Act of 2008), as a “proven course for failure” in dealing with the nation’s most traffic-choked region.

     “Freeway toll lanes are proven congestion busters, and this legislative effort to block a congestion pricing demonstration project in Los Angeles County in favor of maintaining the status quo will make a bad situation worse, quite the opposite of what the measure is purporting to accomplish,” said Metro CEO Roger Snoble.

      Snoble also faulted claims by critics that local freeways are “free” and that carpoolers would be shoved out of the carpool lanes and cause congestion in the other freeway lanes.

     “The reality is that the freeways aren’t free,” Snoble said. “The average commuter in Los Angeles County wastes 72 hours a year and well over $1,000 in fuel and lost productivity stuck in traffic. Moreover, the federal gas tax, which hasn’t been raised since 1993, doesn’t even pay to fix potholes, and rough roads cost the average commuter here another $778 a year in vehicle wear and tear.”

     It’s also a fact that carpool lanes in Los Angeles County today are so clogged that, in many cases, solo drivers in adjacent lanes are moving faster, and it’s getting worse as the county’s population swells.

     Building new freeways, or even expanding existing ones, is extremely difficult because the region is so built up and the process of clearing environmental and funding hurdles and construction could take decades.  

     That’s why Metro and Caltrans sought a federal grant to test congestion reduction pricing on the 10 freeway from downtown Los Angeles to the 605 and on the 210 freeway from the 605 to the 134 freeways and on the Harbor Transitway if there’s funding left over. The demonstration project could be in place by Dec. 31, 2010. Caltrans is the lead agency on the demonstration project.   More… 

1st Add/H.R. 6002 reaction

   Carpool lanes on these freeways would be converted into so called toll lanes where optimum speeds of between 45 and 50 miles-per-hour would be guaranteed by variable pricing.  But commuters would have a choice of using new fast and reliable freeway express buses or vanpools that would not be charged for using the express lanes.

      Further, it is expected that many drivers that don’t need to jam the freeways during rush hours will take trips during off peak hours when the tolls are less. The combination of more commuters opting for ridesharing or traveling at other times will squeeze a lot more capacity out of the existing freeways and benefit low and middle-income people and everyone else who has to buck traffic today, Snoble noted. 

     Congestion pricing has worked successfully in reducing traffic in San Diego and Orange Counties, Houston, Salt Lake City and Minneapolis and cities around the world, and the expectation is that it will help better manage traffic flow here and, thereby, expand freeway capacity. With the exception of Orange County, those other American cities and counties have converted existing carpool lanes into toll lanes. 

     Encouraged by these reports and eager to test congestion pricing in Los Angeles County, local and state officials welcomed Washington’s recent offer of $213.6 million for a local demonstration project, which would include buying and deploying at least 60 high-capacity and high speed freeway express buses, beefing up Metrolink and Metro Gold Line rail service and offering more vanpools in these freeway corridors.

    Moreover, tolls would be plowed right back into the freeway corridors to help maintain the roadway and add even more buses and vanpools, rail service and park-and-ride lots to attract  more riders. 
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