SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA RAPID TRANSIT DISTRICT (SCRTD)

On August 22, 1964, the California State Assembly enacted legislation creating the Southern California Rapid Transit District (SCRTD) to supersede LAMTA and ten different private bus companies to serve Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino Counties.

SCRTD was charged with creating a heavy rail public transportation system for Southern California, as well as planning for bus improvements.
The new agency can raise taxes by ballot measure, acquire property via eminent domain, and participate in joint development – key powers the LAMTA did not have.
In 1973, SCRTD began narrowing its operational service area outside Los Angeles County, when the Orange County Transit District (now OCTA) took over Orange County service.

In 1980, voters passed Proposition A, a half-cent sales tax for a regional transit system.  The measure succeeded after similar proposals in 1968 and 1974 failed.
[The 1968 proposal can be found here: http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DPGTL/scrtd/1968_final_report.pdf]

[We have entertaining YouTube footage of 1968 public outreach film featuring Paul Lynde & Ralph Story: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3QT69KyPq4 and http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJ_bp3chws0 – better quality may be available]
Los Angeles County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn was one of the key supporters of the proposition, declaring “I’m going to put the trains back.”  He ensured that his South Los Angeles District received the first dollars for a light-rail line on the old Long Beach Red Car route from Los Angeles to Long Beach, which eventually became the Metro Blue Line.

In 1993, SCRTD and Los Angeles County Transportation Commission (LACTC) merged to create the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Commission (LACMTA).  Riverside and San Bernardino service was replaced by agencies in those counties.

CORRESPONDING HIGHLIGHTS
1968:  Governor Ronald Reagan signs AB101, the Lanterman Public Transportation Financing Bill, placing Prop. A on the November ballot.  The proposition would provide SCRTD with $2.5 billion through a half-cent sales tax increase to finance construction of 89 miles of rail rapid transit through Los Angeles.  The measure failed by a few percentage points.
1969:  Angels Flight is dismantled and put into storage until 1996

1971:  San Fernando Earthquake

1971:  SCRTD inaugurates experimental Minibus shuttle service in downtown Los Angeles as part of the Bunker Hill urban renewal project. It later expanded and was renamed DASH, which continues to this day

1973:  SCRTD increases bus frequency throughout its system and expands service in the San Fernando Valley

1973:  El Monte Busway opens

1974:  The national fuel crisis sends people flocking to public transit

1974:  The City of Los Angeles adopts the “Concept Los Angeles” plan, declaring that a rapid transit system is essential to its General Plan, connecting 56 high-density centers with a transportation network

1974:  Blind residents of Los Angeles County can now ride SCRTD for free

1976:  Los Angeles County Supervisor Baxter Ward proposes The Sunset Coast Line: a mass rapid transit system combining heavy rail, light rail and monorail to be constructed by the County and SCRTD. The voters reject the idea on July 8.  [The proposal can be found here: http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DPGTL/scrtd/1976_sunset_coast_line.pdf]

1977:  The Los Angeles County Transportation Commission is formed by the State of California to coordinate and prioritize transportation plans and programs countywide, promote efficiencies and public involvement.

1980:  Proposition A establishing a half-cent sales tax to construct a 150-mile regional rail rapid transit system passes by a 54% majority

1983:  SCRTD approves the Final EIR for the Metro Rail Subway Project

1984:  UMTA ranks Metro rail “the most cost-effective new rail system in the nation”

1984:  The Games of the XXIII Olympiad, the Summer Olympics, return to Los Angeles for the first time since 1932.  Alarming warnings of gridlock resulted in two-weeks of relatively traffic-free roadways
1985:  Congressman Henry Waxman adds an amendment to the Federal Transportation Budget removing all subway construction funds, citing safety concerns after an unrelated methane explosion in the Fairfax District
1985:  Groundbreaking for Los Angeles – Long Beach Metro Blue Line

1986:  Subway funding is allowed as long as the line does not pass through the Wilshire Corridor, so Red Line construction is routed north up Vermont to Hollywood

1986:  Groundbreaking for Metro Rail Red Line’s Segment 1 from Union Station to MacArthur Park

1988:  SCRTD and LACTC agree to consolidate their respective rail projects under one neutral oversight entity, the Rail Construction Corporation, while they continued to discuss their future merger

1990:  Proposition C, another half-cent sales tax increase
1990:  The Metro Blue Line opens, providing rail service between Los Angeles and Long Beach for the first time since 1961

1991:  Metro Rail Red Line Segment 2 groundbreaking at Wilshire / Western
1991:  Metro Freeway Service Patrol inaugurated

1991:  Creation of Southern California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA) overseeing commuter rail service known as Metrolink

1991:  Groundbreaking for Metro Green Line between Norwalk and El Segundo

1992:  Los Angeles Riots follow the Rodney King verdict. SCRTD later suspends all bus service throughout the Los Angeles area

1993:  Metro Red Line Segment 1 opens, carrying passengers 4.4 miles through Los Angeles’ first modern subway. Initial ridership is 18,000 boardings per day, with 5 million riders in its first year of operation.  Two days later, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMTA, or “Metro”) begins operations.
