LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION (LACTC)

In 1976, the California Assembly enacted AB1246, creating the Los Angeles County Transportation Commission (LACTC) with the stated purpose of planning, funding, constructing and coordinating countywide transportation programs.
The legislation, drafted by Assemblyman Walter Ingalls, required LACTC to approve all plans and funding with respect to transit capital development, transit operations and highway capital development.

The Commission’s authority over highways was ultimately subject to approval by the California State Transportation Commission.

The authority of LACTC was similar to that of the New York Metropolitan Transit Authority or the Chicago Regional Transportation Authority, although those organizations have little or no jurisdiction over highways.

During its 16-year existence, the Commission successfully passed two half-cent sales taxes for transportation improvements, including the construction of heavy rail (Metro Rail Red Line subway), light rail (Metro Blue Line and Metro Green Line), high-occupancy vehicle/carpool lanes, busways, soundwalls, bicycle facilities, park-n-ride facilities and intelligent transportation systems.

