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A tagged wall at the 12th St. Oakland City Center BART station on May 30, 2020, following an overnight protest
downtown in response to the police killing of George Floyd.
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BART closed nine stations as demonstrations over the death of George Floyd came to a
boil Sunday night while looters ransacked shopping malls throughout the Bay Area.

Agency staff said they looked at threats of violent activity or sightings of looters in

considering which stations to shut down. Ultimately, the list spread from urban centers

https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Why-did-BART-close-these-particular-stations-15315363.php 1/3


https://www.sfchronicle.com/author/rachel-swan/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Together-our-voices-are-stronger-Hundreds-15312639.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/coronavirus/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/food/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/sports/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/business/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/culture/
https://datebook.sfchronicle.com/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/us-world/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/

7/1/2020 Why did BART close nine stations during protests? - SFChronicle.com

Sign In

Coronavirus Local Food Election Sporting Green Biz+Tech Culture Desk Datebook US & World

Sanilﬁ'ancisco (E])tonicle ALREADY A SUBSCRIBER? LOG IN

Thank you for your interest in The Chronicle.

To read this article and more, please subscribe.

DIGITAL (MONTHLY) DIGITAL (ANNUAL)
Unlimited digital access Unlimited digital access
95¢ for the first month $149 for 12 months

renews at $14.95/mo 91$ off regular rate

Cancel Anytime

But the closures caught some city officials by surprise. Some stations were miles away
from any civil disturbances on Sunday. And law enforcement has not presented any

evidence indicating that looters use public transit.
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